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The relationship between Japan and Islamic art has not been well studied. However, in reality,
textiles and artworks from the Islamic world were brought to Japan in the Edo period. At that time,
inspired by such Islamic art objects, Japanese artists and craftsmen made their own artworks. One
such example is an inro (medicine case) in the Tokugawa Art Museum that has vegetal motifs
typical of Islamic textiles. This inro was made for the feudal lord of the Owari Tokugawa family. As
this family owned seventeenth-to-eighteenth-century Persian and Indian textiles that were
presented to them by the Dutch East India Company, this inro was made to incorporate the vegetal
design seen on Islamic textiles to satisfy the lord's taste for exotic objects.

The albarello, a cylindrical ceramic storage jar that originated in the Islamic world, is another type
of art object that indicates a relation between Islamic art objects and Japan. When Syrian albarello
were brought to Italy as containers for liquid or other substances, people in Europe were fascinated
by these beautiful storage jars. Hence imitations of Islamic albarello were extensively made in
Europe. When albarello made in Dutch Delft ware were brought to Edo-period Japan by the Dutch,
they were used as water containers for the tea ceremony. Thus both Islamic art objects and
European art objects inspired by Islamic artifacts were enjoyed by people in Edo-period Japan.
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Study on the relationship between Islamic art and Japanese art
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The relationship between Japan and Islamic art has not been well studied. However, in reality, textiles and artworks from the Islamic
world were brought to Japan in the Edo period. At that time, inspired by such Islamic art objects, Japanese artists and craftsmen
made their own artworks. One such example is an inro (medicine case) in the Tokugawa Art Museum that has vegetal motifs typical of
Islamic textiles. This inro was made for the feudal lord of the Owari Tokugawa family. As this family owned seventeenth—to-—
eighteenth—century Persian and Indian textiles that were presented to them by the Dutch East India Company, this inro was made to
incorporate the vegetal design seen on Islamic textiles to satisfy the lord’ s taste for exotic objects.

The albarello, a cylindrical ceramic storage jar that originated in the Islamic world, is another type of art object that indicates a
relation between Islamic art objects and Japan. When Syrian albarello were brought to Italy as containers for liquid or other
substances, people in Europe were fascinated by these beautiful storage jars. Hence imitations of Islamic albarello were extensively
made in Europe. When albarello made in Dutch Delft ware were brought to Edo—period Japan by the Dutch, they were used as water
containers for the tea ceremony. Thus both Islamic art objects and European art objects inspired by Islamic artifacts were enjoyed by
people in Edo—period Japan.
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