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This year, | published two books on contemporary epistemology, as | had originally planned. One
was "GENDAI NINSHIKIRON NYUMON (Introduction to Contemporary Epistemology), Keiso
Shobo publisher, published in August, which was welcomed by the readers as a long-awaited
introduction to the field, and ranked first in the publisher's September sales ranking.The other
book, "TASSEI TO SHITENO CHISHIKI (Achieving Knowledge)" by John Greco (Keiso Shobo),
published at the end of September, was also welcomed as a valuable new translation of a
specialist book in this field. The former, in particular, was written with the intention of being used in
university courses on philosophy, so it is expected to be used as a textbook for a long time to come
and to make a certain contribution to philosophy education in Japan.

As for the study of modern epistemology approached from virtue epistemology, this year | focused
on the works of Ernest Sosa and examined the "security" condition. Conventional epistemology
has been strongly influenced by the receptor model, in which knowledge means receiving an object
correctly, but the "safety" condition that Sosa advocates requires the cognitive subject to have the
ability to create correct knowledge, and it encourages us to reconsider conventional epistemology
and cognitive normativity. This also reminds us of the fact that in medieval epistemology, the
verbum as well as the intelligible species was emphasized. In other words, knowledge is not an
illusion, of course, and it is not something that is created by the subject on its own. But there is a
need for active action on the part of the cognizing subject. This is something that has been
emphasized at every stage of the history of philosophy, but it can give us a perspective from which
to evaluate the meaning of this emphasis. Thus, the "safety" condition strongly suggests a direction
for future research.
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Research on various problems in analytic modern epistemology, with a focus on virtue epistemology
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This year, 1 published two books on contemporary epistemology, as I had originally planned. One was “GENDAI NINSHIKIRON
NYUMON (Introduction to Contemporary Epistemology), Keiso Shobo publisher, published in August, which was welcomed by the
readers as a long—awaited introduction to the field, and ranked first in the publisher's September sales ranking.The other book,
“TASSEI TO SHITENO CHISHIKI (Achieving Knowledge)” by John Greco (Keiso Shobo), published at the end of September, was also
welcomed as a valuable new translation of a specialist book in this field. The former, in particular, was written with the intention of
being used in university courses on philosophy, so it is expected to be used as a textbook for a long time to come and to make a
certain contribution to philosophy education in Japan.

As for the study of modern epistemology approached from virtue epistemology, this year [ focused on the works of Ernest Sosa and
examined the “security” condition. Conventional epistemology has been strongly influenced by the receptor model, in which
knowledge means receiving an object correctly, but the “safety” condition that Sosa advocates requires the cognitive subject to have
the ability to create correct knowledge, and it encourages us to reconsider conventional epistemology and cognitive normativity. This
also reminds us of the fact that in medieval epistemology, the verbum as well as the intelligible species was emphasized. In other
words, knowledge is not an illusion, of course, and it is not something that is created by the subject on its own. But there is a need
for active action on the part of the cognizing subject. This is something that has been emphasized at every stage of the history of
philosophy, but it can give us a perspective from which to evaluate the meaning of this emphasis. Thus, the “safety” condition
strongly suggests a direction for future research.
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