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This study is an attempt to describe digitally accounting records made in early modern Spain and
its colonies. Currently, researchers construct individually database of financial data without any
common rules of description. However, since there are rules for creating financial materials has
been made according to some established guidelines, the standardization of rules for digitalizing
them can be possible, and if multiple financial materials can be digitalized and shared according to
such standard, it will be possible to search and analyze the data in a cross-cutting manner. With
this interest, this project plans to develop rules for inputting financial data.

This year marks the first year of the three-year plan, with the goals of (1) establishing common
rules for digitalization across multiple formats, and (2) digitalizing existing data based on the
common rules. Regarding (1), we first chose a specific set of accounting documents created in
northern Spain in the middle of the 16th century, and especially focused on Libro Mayor, or ledger
created with double-entry bookkeeping method. In the process of examination, we have observed
that the spatial arrangement of numerical data and their association with each others are
important, because the historical materials handled are related to finance. In order to incorporate
such characteristics, we explored further improving the existing format of text encoding adapted for
financial materials.

Regarding (2), we intend to amplify the variety of historical accounting materials. As a result of
examining what kind of historical materials should be used, from the viewpoint that it is necessary
to first verify the validity of the rules formulated in (1) with similar materials, we have chosen Simon
Ruiz and Ochoa Perez's accounting books, which are close in time and region of the materials we
used for the purpose (1). We tried to input Ochoa's sources, but found that the material do not
express much important information because they were more abbreviated and context-dependent.
Regarding the statistical vocabulary of the context information, we conducted a historical material
survey in the Tenti Library collection, but the survey was realized in March, and its actual utilization
was left as an issue for the next fiscal year.
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Refining TEI method for historical accounting records of Early Modern Iberian World
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This study is an attempt to describe digitally accounting records made in early modern Spain and its colonies. Currently, researchers
construct individually database of financial data without any common rules of description. However, since there are rules for creating
financial materials has been made according to some established guidelines, the standardization of rules for digitalizing them can be
possible, and if multiple financial materials can be digitalized and shared according to such standard, it will be possible to search and
analyze the data in a cross—cutting manner. With this interest, this project plans to develop rules for inputting financial data.

This year marks the first year of the three—year plan, with the goals of (1) establishing common rules for digitalization across multiple
formats, and (2) digitalizing existing data based on the common rules. Regarding (1), we first chose a specific set of accounting
documents created in northern Spain in the middle of the 16th century, and especially focused on Libro Mayor, or ledger created with
double—entry bookkeeping method. In the process of examination, we have observed that the spatial arrangement of numerical data
and their association with each others are important, because the historical materials handled are related to finance. In order to
incorporate such characteristics, we explored further improving the existing format of text encoding adapted for financial materials.
Regarding (2), we intend to amplify the variety of historical accounting materials. As a result of examining what kind of historical
materials should be used, from the viewpoint that it is necessary to first verify the validity of the rules formulated in (1) with similar
materials, we have chosen Simon Ruiz and Ochoa Perez's accounting books, which are close in time and region of the materials we
used for the purpose (1). We tried to input Ochoa’s sources, but found that the material do not express much important information
because they were more abbreviated and context—dependent. Regarding the statistical vocabulary of the context information, we
conducted a historical material survey in the Tenti Library collection, but the survey was realized in March, and its actual utilization
was left as an issue for the next fiscal year.
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