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In modern French literature, it is often a question of telling and representing history. France is
going through a century full of social and political upheavals following the Revolution and writers
claim to interpret the meaning and scope of the historical process. Nineteenth-century historians,
too, question the origins of nations in establishing modern historiography. Literature and history are
therefore in a complementary relationship to the extent that they both believe in the intelligibility of
history.
| have tried to show how and from what perspective certain 19th and 21st century authors
represented history.
1) Interested in history from his childhood, Flaubert was skeptical about the idea of progress in
history in his two historical novels: Salammbé and L'Education sentimentale.
2) In his novels, the action of which takes place under the Second Empire, Emile Zola has
highlighted a historical dynamism that shakes up multiple desires and ambitions.
3) Today's writers often recount World War Il, and they claim to compete with historians in
formulating a historical view.
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Aesthetics and thought of historical representation in modern French literature
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In modern French literature, it is often a question of telling and representing history. France is going through a century full of social
and political upheavals following the Revolution and writers claim to interpret the meaning and scope of the historical process.
Nineteenth—century historians, too, question the origins of nations in establishing modern historiography. Literature and history are
therefore in a complementary relationship to the extent that they both believe in the intelligibility of history.

I have tried to show how and from what perspective certain 19th and 21st century authors represented history.

1) Interested in history from his childhood, Flaubert was skeptical about the idea of progress in history in his two historical novels:
Salammbd and L’ Education sentimentale.

2) In his novels, the action of which takes place under the Second Empire, Emile Zola has highlighted a historical dynamism that
shakes up multiple desires and ambitions.

3) Today's writers often recount World War II, and they claim to compete with historians in formulating a historical view.
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