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The number of non-Japanese native children has been increasing in Japanese public schools. This
research aims to develop a set of test batteries which assess knowledge of Japanese for children
whose native language is not Japanese. The knowledge we attempt to uncover is not only the
breadth but also the depth of knowledge that allows learners to use the language properly in
various contexts. The academic year 2020 was the first year of the 3-year project. We developed a
prototype and tested over 600 monolingual Japanese speaking children from grades 2-5 to use as
a baseline. On the basis of the results, we modified the test battery over several times and
completed a battery for elementary schools. We also examined the relation between the score of
this test and the academic achievement in math. We found a high correlation between the two,
which indicates understanding of mathematics deeply depends on deep knowledge of the
Japanese language.
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Development of a test battery for assessing knowledge of Japanese for non—Japanese—native children who are learning in Japanese
schools
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AR, BRDOPMERIZEETHINEREDZAFTROFERANE DI SGHMBRREZBMENICHLIDAERBHHT ANy
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The number of non—Japanese native children has been increasing in Japanese public schools. This research aims to develop a set of
test batteries which assess knowledge of Japanese for children whose native language is not Japanese. The knowledge we attempt to
uncover is not only the breadth but also the depth of knowledge that allows learners to use the language properly in various contexts.
The academic year 2020 was the first year of the 3—year project. We developed a prototype and tested over 600 monolingual
Japanese speaking children from grades 2-5 to use as a baseline. On the basis of the results, we modified the test battery over
several times and completed a battery for elementary schools. We also examined the relation between the score of this test and the
academic achievement in math. We found a high correlation between the two, which indicates understanding of mathematics deeply
depends on deep knowledge of the Japanese language.
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