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In the year of 2020, because of the situation cause by the pandemic disease of Covid-19 the plan
of archival works abroad was postponed to the future. Thus the research activity was focused on
understanding of the contents of the whole 2nd part of al-Suhrawardi's (d.1191) main work of
philosophy, "Hikmat al-Ishrag" (The Philosophy of lllumination) with careful reference to its first part
and one of its most reputed commentary by Qutb al-Din al-Shirazi (d. 1311). (The critical editions
of "Hikmat" were used: the one ed. H. Corbin; the one ed. J. Walbridge and H. Ziai; and the one
ed. by M. Maliki. And the edition of al-Shirazi's commentary is ed. A. Nurani and M. Mohaghegh.)
The posthumous reputation of "Hikmat al-Ishraq" is one of the causes of the formation of the
tradition of al-Suhrawardi's school, namely, the "llluminationist School." The 2nd part deals with his
distinct thought, that is, the metaphysics of light, thus developing his discussion on cosmology and
anthropology. | lectured the result of the reading of "Hikmat al-Ishraq" at the class of the courses of
"Special Topics of Philosophy IC and IIC" at the Faculty of Letters of Keio University.
The following is the result of the preliminary work of reading of the text. The 2nd part of "Hikmat al-
Ishraq" is divided to 5 discourses. The 1st of them discusses the definitions of various lights. While
discussing the cosmos hierarchized by the lights, the 2nd discourse and the 3rd one make an
attempt to incorporate both Platonic concept of Ideas and the system completed by Ibn Sina
(d.1037) of Muslim Peripatetic philosophy of nature into the cosmology of light. In addition al-
Suhrawardi calls Idea of every being and that of human being a "talisman" inherent of each
species and the "lord of the species. In the 4th discourse he holds that each of four elements
(earth, water, fire, and air) has its own "talisman" and is given name of an angel in Zoroastrian
theology. The 5th discourse incorporates the eschatology of human soul into the metaphysics of
light. Through this basic work of the reading a new question was gained : how did the
"llluminationist" School develop in discussion of humankind and nature the use of symbolic
language which utilizes terminology of Magic such as "talisman" and "the lord of species". This
symbolic use of terminology of Magic was not fully unfolded by al-Suhrawardi. The study of the
symbolic language is needed in the next stage of the present work for comprehensive
understanding of "llluminationist" theories of human being and natural world.
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A Study on the anthropological thought according to Suhrawardi (1154-1191) and his school
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In the year of 2020, because of the situation cause by the pandemic disease of Covid—19 the plan of archival works abroad was
postponed to the future. Thus the research activity was focused on understanding of the contents of the whole 2nd part of al-
Suhrawardi’s (d.1191) main work of philosophy, “Hikmat al-Ishraq” (The Philosophy of Illumination) with careful reference to its first
part and one of its most reputed commentary by Qutb al-Din al-Shirazi (d. 1311). (The critical editions of “Hikmat” were used: the
one ed. H. Corbin; the one ed. J. Walbridge and H. Ziai; and the one ed. by M. Maliki. And the edition of al-Shirazi’ s commentary is ed.
A. Nurani and M. Mohaghegh.) The posthumous reputation of “Hikmat al-Ishraq” is one of the causes of the formation of the tradition
of al-Suhrawardi's school, namely, the “Illuminationist School.” The 2nd part deals with his distinct thought, that is, the metaphysics
of light, thus developing his discussion on cosmology and anthropology. I lectured the result of the reading of “Hikmat al-Ishraq” at
the class of the courses of “Special Topics of Philosophy IC and IIC” at the Faculty of Letters of Keio University.

The following is the result of the preliminary work of reading of the text. The 2nd part of “Hikmat al-Ishraq” is divided to 5
discourses. The 1st of them discusses the definitions of various lights. While discussing the cosmos hierarchized by the lights, the 2nd
discourse and the 3rd one make an attempt to incorporate both Platonic concept of Ideas and the system completed by Ibn Sina (d.
1037) of Muslim Peripatetic philosophy of nature into the cosmology of light. In addition al-Suhrawardi calls Idea of every being and
that of human being a “talisman” inherent of each species and the “lord of the species. In the 4th discourse he holds that each of
four elements (earth, water, fire, and air) has its own “talisman” and is given name of an angel in Zoroastrian theology. The 5th
discourse incorporates the eschatology of human soul into the metaphysics of light. Through this basic work of the reading a new
question was gained : how did the “Illuminationist” School develop in discussion of humankind and nature the use of symbolic
language which utilizes terminology of Magic such as “talisman” and “the lord of species”. This symbolic use of terminology of Magic
was not fully unfolded by al-Suhrawardi. The study of the symbolic language is needed in the next stage of the present work for
comprehensive understanding of “Illuminationist” theories of human being and natural world.
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