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Institute for Advanced Biosciences (IAB), Keio University, was established in Tsuruoka City,
Yamagata Prefecture in 2001. Initially, a considerable number of Tsuruoka citizens were critical of
inviting the IAB as it meant investing tax dollars. On the other hand, rather than focusing on the
short-term local contribution or economic effect, the mayor at the time, expected that producing
world-class results in the scientific arena would increase the cultural value of the city. After that, the
Tsuruoka Science Park was developed by the launch of bio-venture companies such as Human
Metabolome Technologies Inc. and Spiber Inc., etc.

According to "Historical and Comparative Institutional Analysis" (Greif [1998]), an institution as a
system is composed of (1) rules, (2) beliefs about the behavior of others, (3) norms that are
internalized and (4) the form of organization. The success of Tsuruoka Science Park centered on
the IAB would have been brought about by the following factors: the flat human relationship
structure within the IAB (=(4)), the high aspirations shared among individuals (=(3)) and the
fostering of a free and open atmosphere that enables lively discussion (=(2)). From the perspective
of institutional generation and development, the success described above can be evaluated as a
quite interesting example of a historical and comparative institutional analysis.

In the deliberative poll experiment by a research group at Kochi University of Technology, which
advocates future design, residents of Suita City, Osaka Prefecture, were asked to consider a future
plan for 2050 with the point of view of "imaginary future generations". As a result, it was found that
human beings originally have the high ability to reflect the "(assumed) will of future generations"
into their social decision-making. In the case of Tsuruoka City, what has become the nucleus of
regional development is the university research organization called IAB, which has a long-term
perspective. Moreover, this local government have had the determination to do what it should do
for future generations without requiring short-term results. It is considered that these things are
major factors that brought about the development of the science park, and that they suggest the
universality of the results obtained in the above experiment.
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How to create and implement appropriate economic and public policies?
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Institute for Advanced Biosciences (IAB), Keio University, was established in Tsuruoka City, Yamagata Prefecture in 2001. Initially, a
considerable number of Tsuruoka citizens were critical of inviting the IAB as it meant investing tax dollars. On the other hand, rather
than focusing on the short—term local contribution or economic effect, the mayor at the time, expected that producing world—class
results in the scientific arena would increase the cultural value of the city. After that, the Tsuruoka Science Park was developed by
the launch of bio—venture companies such as Human Metabolome Technologies Inc. and Spiber Inc., etc.

According to “Historical and Comparative Institutional Analysis” (Greif [1998]), an institution as a system is composed of (1) rules, (2)
beliefs about the behavior of others, (3) norms that are internalized and (4) the form of organization. The success of Tsuruoka
Science Park centered on the IAB would have been brought about by the following factors: the flat human relationship structure
within the IAB (=(4)), the high aspirations shared among individuals (=(3)) and the fostering of a free and open atmosphere that
enables lively discussion (=(2)). From the perspective of institutional generation and development, the success described above can
be evaluated as a quite interesting example of a historical and comparative institutional analysis.

In the deliberative poll experiment by a research group at Kochi University of Technology, which advocates future design, residents of
Suita City, Osaka Prefecture, were asked to consider a future plan for 2050 with the point of view of “imaginary future generations”.
As a result, it was found that human beings originally have the high ability to reflect the “(assumed) will of future generations” into
their social decision—making. In the case of Tsuruoka City, what has become the nucleus of regional development is the university
research organization called IAB, which has a long—term perspective. Moreover, this local government have had the determination to
do what it should do for future generations without requiring short—term results. It is considered that these things are major factors
that brought about the development of the science park, and that they suggest the universality of the results obtained in the above
experiment.
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