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Development of measurement tools for regulatory focus
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AMEIL, FlEHESRBROBANST—Y - EFA—L30F R, HHESBRE. ROTAITLHERE~ADFELERICAHM
SREERERTTAIRBRIZH T E2FHOEFICRANSHIEEAD2DIZRANEIND,

AMRIIEBEN., BENTEEZTHLARILTIRAD LT ROTAIHER (Gain) 2FRIIERRELERA A TAIHHER
(Loss) DEIEZF KT HIEBRREDRENS ., ERREICEITOHIEE R #EEF R LIz, SoIC. ERRERHDOEIHEEKRE
BRRHFERELIz, SNICE o> THIEE SBEED BEMLEHZAIETEDLDELTE A,

SIEIXKFE 66 B (B4 £, T 26 B) Thof-, RERRE(L. BHREMTIL, 100%100 A% EBTHERFE AL ALYS
FELEBTELTRESLADHEINERTELRVATEEELH B RE B 2 RSN, WINAERIRT H5EES 50 [@#EYIRLT-, 8K %
BT, 100%100 AZ18% 95 FIRAE A L A KYUBEEFIEARTIREEENHINEELR LAV ATEESEHDERE B RS, L
FThMEEIRT HFES 50 [EEYIRLI=,
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2. HEBREROBE FER)

This study examined work motivation in terms of regulatory focus theory. Regulatory focus theory can be divided into two
categories: a facilitative focus toward hope and achievement of positive outcomes, and a preventive focus toward prevention and
responsibility for negative outcomes.

The present study examined the regulatory focus function in decision making from the perspective of the task of decision making
that seeks positive outcomes (Gain) and that seeks to avoid negative outcomes (Loss) in order to capture unconscious and latent
characteristics at the behavioral level. In addition, we measured Galvanic Skin Response as emotional functions during decision
making. This would allow us to measure the potential characteristics of the regulatory focus function.

The participants were 66 university students (40 males and 26 females). In the gain condition, they were presented with two options:
option A, in which they could win 100% of 100 yen, and option B, in which they could win a higher amount than A, otherwise, they
could not. In the loss condition, participants were presented with two options: option A, which would result in a 100% loss of 100 yen,
and option B, which would result in a higher loss than option A, otherwise they could not be no loss.

Since option B is a risky option, we used it as a dependent variable indicating risk orientation. Reaction time was defined as the time
it took from the presentation of the option to the selection response by clicking the mouse. In addition, we measured the skin
potential response (SPR) during the task. Based on the results of the regulatory focus scale conducted after the end of the
experiment, the participants were divided into the promotion focus group and the prevention focus group.

The results showed that there was a main effect of the gain/loss condition on risk orientation (F (1,60) =21.26, p<.001), but no
interaction was found with the main effect of regulatory focus. For reaction time, there was a main effect for the gain/loss condition
(F (1,60) =23.95, p<.001), but no interaction was found with the main effect of regulatory focus. For SPR, there was an interaction
between the acquisition/loss condition and trial block (F (2,112) =17.40, p<.001), but no interaction was found with the main effect of
regulatory focus.

Asymmetry was found in the risk orientation of gain and loss became indicative of the so—called framing effect, but no effect of
regulatory focus function was found in the risk orientation, reaction time, or SPR in this study’s task.

It should be a unique attempt to measure SPR to capture regulatory focus function. Although the effect of regulatory focus was not
found, the fact that the main effects of the loss and gain conditions were found suggests the possibility of future work and shows the
significance of the current study.
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