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In this research, we revealed the following three points from a Japan- U.S. comparative
perspective.

First, while the teacher preparation reform has never stopped since the beginning of the 19th
century, the rhetoric of education in the U.S. shifted over time from a political vision of a civic-
minded citizen to a market vision of a self-interested consumer. This shift can be observed in
Japan, especially since the Ad-Hoc Council on Education in 1980s.

Secondly, although the educational reforms in 20th century such as Progressive Education
movement and Civil Rights movement has been failing, the fiscal spending for educational reforms
are supported by citizens. The reason is people expect schools to solve pressing social problems
while schools can't eliminate social inequality. It should be called as "educationalization of social
issues." The common phenomenon can be observed in Japan, however, the rhetoric of
"educationalization" seems different.

Thirdly, the difference is recognized especially in the reforms since the 21st century. The standards
movements as well as school choice movements seem to be succeeding. It is because of its
message of equal opportunity for every citizen. The goal of the reforms is explained in a political
vision such as the realization of the democratic equity while the real goal is in a market vision. On
the contrary, the rhetoric of educational reform/ teacher preparation reform in Japan doesn't talk
about democracy nor equity. What is the exact difference of the rhetoric between Japan and U.S.
is the next research question.

These research outcomes came from the discussion with David Labaree, the Emeritus professor at
Stanford University. We had a symposium for public in order to inform the outcome of this
research.
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In this research, we revealed the following three points from a Japan— U.S. comparative perspective.

First, while the teacher preparation reform has never stopped since the beginning of the 19th century, the rhetoric of education in the
U.S. shifted over time from a political vision of a civic-minded citizen to a market vision of a self-interested consumer. This shift can
be observed in Japan, especially since the Ad—Hoc Council on Education in 1980s.

Secondly, although the educational reforms in 20th century such as Progressive Education movement and Civil Rights
movement has been failing, the fiscal spending for educational reforms are supported by citizens. The reason is people expect schools
to solve pressing social problems while schools can’t eliminate social inequality. It should be called as “educationalization of social
issues.” The common phenomenon can be observed in Japan, however, the rhetoric of “educationalization” seems different.

Thirdly, the difference is recognized especially in the reforms since the 21st century. The standards movements as well as
school choice movements seem to be succeeding. It is because of its message of equal opportunity for every citizen. The goal of the
reforms is explained in a political vision such as the realization of the democratic equity while the real goal is in a market vision. On
the contrary, the rhetoric of educational reform/ teacher preparation reform in Japan doesn’ t talk about democracy nor equity. What
is the exact difference of the rhetoric between Japan and U.S. is the next research question.

These research outcomes came from the discussion with David Labaree, the Emeritus professor at Stanford University. We had
a symposium for public in order to inform the outcome of this research.
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