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We conducted 2 surveys in 2019. In Survey A, we studied laypersons' estimation of the
"appropriate" amount of compensation for death by traffic accidents. Participants read one of two
deadly traffic accident cases compiled in the "Civil Traffic Accident Litigation Damage Calculation
Standards 2019 Edition" and reported how much compensation they thought was appropriate. One
case involved a male in his 40s as the victim, while the other involved a female in her 70s. It was
found that the estimated compensation was higher for the men in the 40s than for women in the
70s. In addition, we found a so-called anchoring effect on the estimation. Those participants who
were presented with larger figures in the question text gave a larger estimation. Furthermore, they
were more likely to show dissatisfaction with the actual compensation decided by the court. In
FY2020, we will conduct a self-replication of the results and test the generalizability of the findings
by employing other cases.

Survey B seized the opportunity of the COVID-19 pandemics at the end of 2019 and conducted an
online crowdsourcing survey in Japan, the United States, the United Kingdom, and ltaly, to
examine people's disgust sensitivity towards possibly pathogen contaminated objects. Also, we
studied people's attitudes toward foreign people and toward restriction on human rights as the
Behavioral Immune System hypothesis predicts associations between disgust sensitivity and
xenophobic attitude. The survey was undertaken at the end of March and is still under analysis. A
follow-up survey will be conducted in FY2020, at a different stage of the COVID-19 pandemics.

In addition to the surveys, Kai Hiraishi conducted and reported a direct replication of Cosmides et
al. (2009), a famous and widely cited study that examined people's understanding of social law
from evolutionary psychology, at an international conference. Andrea Ortolani chaired a session at
the Biennial Conference of the Italian-Japanese Association for Comparative Law. He also gave a
talk on the influences of foreign and comparative law on the reform of the Civil Code (law of
obligations) in Japan at a large international symposium on Japanese law.
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We conducted 2 surveys in 2019. In Survey A, we studied laypersons’ estimation of the “appropriate” amount of compensation for
death by traffic accidents. Participants read one of two deadly traffic accident cases compiled in the “Civil Traffic Accident Litigation
Damage Calculation Standards 2019 Edition” and reported how much compensation they thought was appropriate. One case involved
a male in his 40s as the victim, while the other involved a female in her 70s. It was found that the estimated compensation was higher
for the men in the 40s than for women in the 70s. In addition, we found a so—called anchoring effect on the estimation. Those
participants who were presented with larger figures in the question text gave a larger estimation. Furthermore, they were more likely
to show dissatisfaction with the actual compensation decided by the court. In FY2020, we will conduct a self-replication of the results
and test the generalizability of the findings by employing other cases.

Survey B seized the opportunity of the COVID-19 pandemics at the end of 2019 and conducted an online crowdsourcing survey in
Japan, the United States, the United Kingdom, and Italy, to examine people’'s disgust sensitivity towards possibly pathogen
contaminated objects. Also, we studied people’ s attitudes toward foreign people and toward restriction on human rights as the
Behavioral Immune System hypothesis predicts associations between disgust sensitivity and xenophobic attitude. The survey was
undertaken at the end of March and is still under analysis. A follow—up survey will be conducted in FY2020, at a different stage of the
COVID-19 pandemics.

In addition to the surveys, Kai Hiraishi conducted and reported a direct replication of Cosmides et al. (2009), a famous and widely
cited study that examined people’ s understanding of social law from evolutionary psychology, at an international conference. Andrea
Ortolani chaired a session at the Biennial Conference of the Italian—Japanese Association for Comparative Law. He also gave a talk
on the influences of foreign and comparative law on the reform of the Civil Code (law of obligations) in Japan at a large international
symposium on Japanese law.
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