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Christoph Peters, one of Germany's leading scholars of Japanese culture and art collectors today,
had never been to Japan before due to various circumstances, despite the fact that he has written
many books on Japanese culture and published many novels with Japanese culture as an
important motif. The main activity of this research project was a literary experiment of sorts, inviting
Peters to Japan to visit the country and its various cities and cultural institutions and to discuss his
experiences and impressions. Furthermore, the plan was to have Peters write a literary work based
on his experience, which Kumekawa and Joch would analyze as researchers of contemporary
literature. The applicants invited Peters to Japan to coincide with the invitation of another important
German novelist, Thomas Brussig, to the European Literary Festival in Tokyo in early November,
and they discussed "Japanese images in German literature" at Keio University, often with Brussig.
Some of them were also taught as undergraduate and graduate courses.Visiting and discussing
cultural institutions across Japan with Peters provided more important clues to consider the forms
and realities of contemporary cross-cultural demand than | had initially anticipated. In other words,
even though Mr. Peters had never been to Japan before, he was a voracious collector of
information available through books and the Internet, more than most people in Japan, owned
many Japanese and Japanese-style household goods and artifacts, and even had a pottery kiln on
the Baltic coast. Much of Peters' experience on his first visit to Japan was to confirm what he
already knew: that he had lived deeply enough in Japanese culture to be in Germany. Even the
streets of Tokyo and Kyoto, he had a considerable grasp of them through Google's Street View. He
was even able to guide the taxi driver down the road.

And yet, for Peters, too, there was a "Japanese culture" that he never would have experienced if
he hadn't come to Japan. He has now written a novel about it. The first two chapters of this novel
have already been emailed to me. The applicants have now read it and are in the process of
making it the subject of translation and research.
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Christoph Peters, one of Germany’s leading scholars of Japanese culture and art collectors today, had never been to Japan before
due to various circumstances, despite the fact that he has written many books on Japanese culture and published many novels with
Japanese culture as an important motif. The main activity of this research project was a literary experiment of sorts, inviting Peters
to Japan to visit the country and its various cities and cultural institutions and to discuss his experiences and impressions.
Furthermore, the plan was to have Peters write a literary work based on his experience, which Kumekawa and Joch would analyze as
researchers of contemporary literature. The applicants invited Peters to Japan to coincide with the invitation of another important
German novelist, Thomas Brussig, to the European Literary Festival in Tokyo in early November, and they discussed “Japanese
images in German literature” at Keio University, often with Brussig. Some of them were also taught as undergraduate and graduate
courses.Visiting and discussing cultural institutions across Japan with Peters provided more important clues to consider the forms
and realities of contemporary cross—cultural demand than I had initially anticipated. In other words, even though Mr. Peters had never
been to Japan before, he was a voracious collector of information available through books and the Internet, more than most people in
Japan, owned many Japanese and Japanese—style household goods and artifacts, and even had a pottery kiln on the Baltic coast.
Much of Peters’ experience on his first visit to Japan was to confirm what he already knew: that he had lived deeply enough in
Japanese culture to be in Germany. Even the streets of Tokyo and Kyoto, he had a considerable grasp of them through Google's
Street View. He was even able to guide the taxi driver down the road.

And yet, for Peters, too, there was a “Japanese culture” that he never would have experienced if he hadn't come to Japan. He has
now written a novel about it. The first two chapters of this novel have already been emailed to me. The applicants have now read it
and are in the process of making it the subject of translation and research.
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