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The year 1968 is recognized as a turning point in the contemporary history; a wave of protest
movements led by youth erupted in many places over the world, heralding the emergence of
abandoned people as the underside of prosperity. Our project has focused on the two significant
events that occurred in 1968: the announcement of the decision criterion of brain death by the
research group at the Harvard University and the enactment of Japan's City Planning Law.

The above-mentioned decision criterion of brain death was actually fabricated to enable organ
transplantation. The 'right of self-determination’ to justify brain death and the 'right of a patient'
resulting from reflection on the wartime Nazi medical science and practices were used to establish
the 'right of self-determined death'. 'Euthanasia and dignified death', based on this right of self-
determined death, has been distorted to justify social selection of a 'life unworthy of life'. However,
mere condemnation of this distortion would lead to no solution of the problem of euthanasia and
dignified death.

Recognizing this, Takakusagi, in his edited volume, examined practices in terminal care, such as
'open dialogue' and 'negative capability'. From the perspectives of the history of social thought, the
volume, through the examination of this grave current issue, presented a renewed
contextualization of the criticisms of modern science forwarded in the 1930s by thinkers such as
Edmund Husserl and Alfred North Whitehead and the protest movements in the 1960s. It then
underscored the significance and potential of establishing a 'gerontology' in the academic field of




social thought.

In the 1960s Japan, urban and pollution problems attracted considerable attention and the State
was forced to take measures. Following the enactment of the City Planning Law in 1968, urban
policy became a prominent issue in that year's House of Councillors election. The City Planning
Law should certainly be regarded as a nodal point against the backdrop of the Agricultural Basic
Law enacted in 1961 and the outbreak of Sanrizuka Struggle in 1966. However, a detailed
examination would present rather complicated state of affairs. Scholars have regarded the ruling
conservative party's fear of a threat to its hegemony as the primary force driving this increased
attention to urban policy. Hasegawa, in his article, examined the political factors surrounding the
reforms enacted, concluding that politicians actually underestimated the degree of public interest in
urban policy and made largely empty political gestures to appease urban dwellers while
responding more readily to agricultural interests.

We intend to continue our quest for a comprehensive understanding of the two currents of
problems in the postwar world; the medical and bioethical problems on the one hand and the urban
and pollution problems on the other.
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The year 1968 is recognized as a turning point in the contemporary history; a wave of protest movements led by youth erupted in
many places over the world, heralding the emergence of abandoned people as the underside of prosperity. Our project has focused on
the two significant events that occurred in 1968: the announcement of the decision criterion of brain death by the research group at
the Harvard University and the enactment of Japan’ s City Planning Law.

The above—mentioned decision criterion of brain death was actually fabricated to enable organ transplantation. The ‘right of self-
determination’ to justify brain death and the ‘right of a patient’ resulting from reflection on the wartime Nazi medical science and
practices were used to establish the ‘right of self-determined death’. ‘Euthanasia and dignified death’, based on this right of self-
determined death, has been distorted to justify social selection of a ‘life unworthy of life’ . However, mere condemnation of this
distortion would lead to no solution of the problem of euthanasia and dignified death.

Recognizing this, Takakusagi, in his edited volume, examined practices in terminal care, such as ‘open dialogue’ and ‘negative
capability’ . From the perspectives of the history of social thought, the volume, through the examination of this grave current issue,
presented a renewed contextualization of the criticisms of modern science forwarded in the 1930s by thinkers such as Edmund
Husserl and Alfred North Whitehead and the protest movements in the 1960s. It then underscored the significance and potential of
establishing a ‘gerontology’ in the academic field of social thought.

In the 1960s Japan, urban and pollution problems attracted considerable attention and the State was forced to take measures.
Following the enactment of the City Planning Law in 1968, urban policy became a prominent issue in that year’ s House of Councillors
election. The City Planning Law should certainly be regarded as a nodal point against the backdrop of the Agricultural Basic Law
enacted in 1961 and the outbreak of Sanrizuka Struggle in 1966. However, a detailed examination would present rather complicated
state of affairs. Scholars have regarded the ruling conservative party’ s fear of a threat to its hegemony as the primary force driving
this increased attention to urban policy. Hasegawa, in his article, examined the political factors surrounding the reforms enacted,
concluding that politicians actually underestimated the degree of public interest in urban policy and made largely empty political
gestures to appease urban dwellers while responding more readily to agricultural interests.




We intend to continue our quest for a comprehensive understanding of the two currents of problems in the postwar world; the medical

and bioethical problems on the one hand and the urban and pollution problems on the other.
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