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In the previous rounds of research in Phu Cat- wartime dioxin-contaminated area in central
Vietnam, we have found that having a disabled child has not deterred the parents from trying to
have more children afterward, despite the risk of having another disabled child. (One product of the
previous research is a book published in March 2010 from Routledge. ) In 2019, we called our
attention to the significance, and the impact, of the relative paucity of the means to improve the life
of the disabled and their families in the areas of health, education, and employment. We have
observed the following:

First, one observation contradicted our working hypothesis that the paucity may result in
overloading the household economy of the family of the disabled. However, that paucity deprives
the family of the opportunity even for recognizing the cost of improving the life of the disabled. And
that in turn practically erased in the minds of the parents the distinction between the disabled and
healthy children, which in turn lead them to treat all children more or less equally. We observed the
parents' undifferentiated treatment of their children with and without disabilities in a Rutledge book
above.

Second, the policy — health insurance and allowances for the disabled -- which we had
hypothesized may have a direct impact on the household economy proved less capable of
generating noticeable changes in the behaviors of the families of the disabled. As it turned out, the
health insurance did not cover the cost of anything remotely serious other than cold and stomach
aches or chronic seizures. Again, in the responses to these medical needs, the distinction between
the disabled and healthy children is virtually non-existent.

Finally, we began a preliminary effort at the comparative evaluation of the impact of insufficient
policies in improving life in a suburb of Vientiane, Laos. The purpose is to validate our observations
in Phu Cat, Vietnam, and develop a broader framework to capture similar problems.

We have found it necessary to examine the conditions for improving the collective bargaining
power of the families of the disabled vis-a-vis policymakers, and for establishing social recognition
of the problems of the disabled.
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In the previous rounds of research in Phu Cat— wartime dioxin—contaminated area in central Vietnam, we have found that having a
disabled child has not deterred the parents from trying to have more children afterward, despite the risk of having another disabled
child. (One product of the previous research is a book published in March 2010 from Routledge. ) In 2019, we called our attention to
the significance, and the impact, of the relative paucity of the means to improve the life of the disabled and their families in the areas
of health, education, and employment. We have observed the following:

First, one observation contradicted our working hypothesis that the paucity may

result in overloading the household economy of the family of the disabled. However, that paucity deprives the family of the
opportunity even for recognizing the cost of improving the life of the disabled. And that in turn practically erased in the minds of the
parents the distinction between the disabled and healthy children, which in turn lead them to treat all children more or less equally.
We observed the parents’ undifferentiated treatment of their children with and without disabilities in a Rutledge book above.

Second, the policy — health insurance and allowances for the disabled — which we had hypothesized may have a direct impact on the
household economy proved less capable of generating noticeable changes in the behaviors of the families of the disabled. As it turned
out, the health insurance did not cover the cost of anything remotely serious other than cold and stomach aches or chronic seizures.
Again, in the responses to these medical needs, the distinction between the disabled and healthy children is virtually non—existent.
Finally, we began a preliminary effort at the comparative evaluation of the impact of insufficient policies in improving life in a suburb of
Vientiane, Laos. The purpose is to validate our observations in Phu Cat, Vietnam, and develop a broader framework to capture similar
problems.

We have found it necessary to examine the conditions for improving the collective bargaining power of the families of the disabled
vis—a—vis policymakers, and for establishing social recognition of the problems of the disabled.
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