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Research into the significance of the Weiquan movement in modern Chinese history will be
necessary; this will require a historical perspective. In this research, the example of Japan's
modernization can be a worthwhile reference for understanding China. After studying Japan's
modern and contemporary history for several years, | decided that | wanted to answer these
questions: How did democratization of politics in Japan come about? How were Japanese voters
born? And how did Japan's liberalism arise? Looking back over modern history from the Meiji
Restoration, the Freedom and People's Rights movement, and Taisho democracy to democracy in
postwar Japan, we can see that there has been a process of learning about democracy which
manifested itself in different ways, from demands for enfranchisement among local elites to a
spreading consciousness of modern rights among the public, which eventually gave birth to a
modern citizenry and potential voters. This movement developed not just through social activities
and political movements but also through literature. In particular, many aspects and contradictions
of Taisho democracy are similar to those of the Weiquan movement period in China.
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Taisho democracy as a reference point for examining Weiquan democracy
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Research into the significance of the Weiquan movement in modern Chinese history will be necessary; this will require a historical
perspective. In this research, the example of Japan’ s modernization can be a worthwhile reference for understanding China. After
studying Japan’ s modern and contemporary history for several years, 1 decided that I wanted to answer these questions: How did
democratization of politics in Japan come about? How were Japanese voters born? And how did Japan’ s liberalism arise? Looking
back over modern history from the Meiji Restoration, the Freedom and People’ s Rights movement, and Taisho democracy to
democracy in postwar Japan, we can see that there has been a process of learning about democracy which manifested itself in
different ways, from demands for enfranchisement among local elites to a spreading consciousness of modern rights among the public,
which eventually gave birth to a modern citizenry and potential voters. This movement developed not just through social activities and
political movements but also through literature. In particular, many aspects and contradictions of Taisho democracy are similar to
those of the Weiqguan movement period in China.
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