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The Manga Village case drew attention to the damage caused by pirated comics, but at the same
time showed that there was potential demand for a flat-rate comics distribution service. Though
ban of piracy sites is often advocated as a countermeasure against piracy, but on the contrary, it
may be desirable to legally provide similar services and make a profit. In music, flat-rate
distribution such as Spotify has succeeded in suppressing pirated music. If the same thing can be
done with manga, it is desirable for both manga writers / publishers and readers. This paper
investigated whether this solution was actually feasible as a business. As a result, flat-rate
distribution services do not deprive writers and publishers of their interests, but rather increase
them. This is because the flat-rate distribution service allows people who have not previously
purchased manga to read manga. In other words, the base population of manga readers has
expanded, and the effect of increased sales outweighs the decrease in sales of paper books. As a
countermeasure against piracy of comics, it would be better for publishers to start their own flat-
rate distribution rather than regulate piracy sites.
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Feasibility of frat—rate distribution service of comics —as a counter measure to piracy

1. HIREBRFROBE

BENOEHLEEOEHROEEITIEEEDA. AFICBEDEREEY —EANDEBERTENHLIEE R, BHIR
WEELTIIBHIREZIL T HENRBAONED, BT —EREHEMITRHELINGEZ EIF-AMNEFELLIMLLAL
Vo BEIZBULTIE Spotify ZIFLoHET HEHERIEABHRDIFIZHIL TS, AILCEEBETTENITIEBEFR - HAR#LIC
EDTH FRBICEDTHEFELL CNAE DR RELTERICERABENEINEANT =, BRELTELBERE Y —ER IR HIR
HOMBEEDT . CLAETNEEMSEHENTESD, BELL, EHEREY —ERICE>T. CRETEBEEBALTLVEA ST
AEFETH, BEZHEO LIITGEINOTHS, TEHE. EEHGZEDFETFAILAL. CHIZRHBIGHRED, OADFTLEIEL
E%, 2EOBHR KL TILBHIRRH LY., BN B ELEEEETICEDOANEELLVESS,

#UEOMEHBRIE, FRIZRRLEL

2B O ELERIEY —E XD REE—EEBHAR~ DXk ]
PR BISTRERIZE] 2020 3 % 2 B pp25-48
https://www.soumu.go.jp/main_content/000679324.pdf
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The Manga Village case drew attention to the damage caused by pirated comics, but at the same time showed that there was
potential demand for a flat-rate comics distribution service. Though ban of piracy sites is often advocated as a countermeasure
against piracy, but on the contrary, it may be desirable to legally provide similar services and make a profit. In music, flat-rate
distribution such as Spotify has succeeded in suppressing pirated music. If the same thing can be done with manga, it is desirable for
both manga writers / publishers and readers. This paper investigated whether this solution was actually feasible as a business. As a
result, flat-rate distribution services do not deprive writers and publishers of their interests, but rather increase them. This is
because the flat-rate distribution service allows people who have not previously purchased manga to read manga. In other words, the
base population of manga readers has expanded, and the effect of increased sales outweighs the decrease in sales of paper books. As
a countermeasure against piracy of comics, it would be better for publishers to start their own flat-rate distribution rather than
regulate piracy sites.
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