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The present project is an international cooperative research with a Japanese-speaking and a
Chinese-speaking German linguist and deals with the function of the articles, by comparing
between a language with articles (German) and languages without them (Chinese and Japanese).
As both Chinese and Japanese lack articles, we analyze the nominal reference of each language
with casting light not only on the nominal phrase itself, but also on the whole sentence containing
it. In this regard, the notion of thetic and categorical judgment play an important role

The fellow researcher of this project, Ms. Dr. Mengchen Lee (LMU Miinchen), having got the
research scholarship of Humboldt-Gesellschaft in Japan, had two-times research stay in Japan
during the project period, and at her stays in Japan, we had fruitful discussion also with other
German linguists in Japan, as we gave lectures on the themes as follows which are related to each
other:

- September 2019, at: "47. Linguisten-Seminar of Japanese Society for German studies"

Lee: "Referenzstarke und Thetik-Kategorik im Chinesischen im Vergleich zum Deutschen”
Tanaka: "Artikel als Markierung der Ambienz"

- December 2019, at: Seminar on German Linguistics, Keio University

Tanaka & Lee: "Artikelproblem: Wie kommen Sprachen ohne Artikel aus?"

During her second stay at the Keio University, Ms. Dr. Lee attended at two seminars of German
linguistics (Seminar on "articles" and on "language philosophy") and had an intensive discussion
with undergraduate, graduate students and young scholars in Japan. The lectures and discussions
were held in German.
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A international comparative research on nominal and sentential reference in German, Chinese and Japanese
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2. MAERREEOBE (FER)

The present project is an international cooperative research with a Japanese—speaking and a Chinese—speaking German linguist and
deals with the function of the articles, by comparing between a language with articles (German) and languages without them (Chinese
and Japanese). As both Chinese and Japanese lack articles, we analyze the nominal reference of each language with casting light not
only on the nominal phrase itself, but also on the whole sentence containing it. In this regard, the notion of thetic and categorical
judgment play an important role

The fellow researcher of this project, Ms. Dr. Mengchen Lee (LMU Minchen), having got the research scholarship of Humboldt—
Gesellschaft in Japan, had two—times research stay in Japan during the project period, and at her stays in Japan, we had fruitful
discussion also with other German linguists in Japan, as we gave lectures on the themes as follows which are related to each other:

— September 2019, at: “47. Linguisten—Seminar of Japanese Society for German studies”

Lee: “Referenzstirke und Thetik—Kategorik im Chinesischen im Vergleich zum Deutschen”

Tanaka: “Artikel als Markierung der Ambienz”

— December 2019, at: Seminar on German Linguistics, Keio University

Tanaka & Lee: “Artikelproblem: Wie kommen Sprachen ohne Artikel aus?*

During her second stay at the Keio University, Ms. Dr. Lee attended at two seminars of German linguistics (Seminar on “articles” and
on “language philosophy”) and had an intensive discussion with undergraduate, graduate students and young scholars in Japan. The
lectures and discussions were held in German.
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