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Most children with hemophilia need treatment 2 days a week. This treatment is very stressful to
children. We hypothesize that hemophiliac children may have medical trauma due to their
treatment, and traumatized children may have a hard time in daily life. Nurses have informed us
that many children with hemophilia exhibit behaviors similar to developmental disorders, but
research on this topic is scarce. Consequently, we chose to study the occurrence of behaviors
indicative of development disorders in children with hemophilia. If many juvenile hemophiliacs
exhibit similar behaviors as those who have developmental disorders, this calls for an investigation
into their possible medical trauma and changes in the care they receive.

We reviewed many papers about child development, developmental disorders, and medical trauma
to design a survey. Our survey utilizes the CBCL (Child Behavior Checklist) and Sensory Profile
psychological tests, which are used to diagnose developmental disorders. These will give us a
base of data to compare with other studies. With our survey, we will assess children's development
and ask how the child has been treated in the hospital. After our pilot study, we hope to pursue
more in-depth research in order to improve the standard of care provided to children with
hemophilia.
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Finding the factor that promotes juvenile hemophiliacs’ healthy development
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Most children with hemophilia need treatment 2 days a week. This treatment is very stressful to children. We hypothesize that
hemophiliac children may have medical trauma due to their treatment, and traumatized children may have a hard time in daily life.
Nurses have informed us that many children with hemophilia exhibit behaviors similar to developmental disorders, but research on this
topic is scarce. Consequently, we chose to study the occurrence of behaviors indicative of development disorders in children with
hemophilia. If many juvenile hemophiliacs exhibit similar behaviors as those who have developmental disorders, this calls for an
investigation into their possible medical trauma and changes in the care they receive.

We reviewed many papers about child development, developmental disorders, and medical trauma to design a survey. Our survey
utilizes the CBCL (Child Behavior Checklist) and Sensory Profile psychological tests, which are used to diagnose developmental
disorders. These will give us a base of data to compare with other studies. With our survey, we will assess children’s development and
ask how the child has been treated in the hospital. After our pilot study, we hope to pursue more in—depth research in order to
improve the standard of care provided to children with hemophilia.
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