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Last year, | analyzed the collected works of Max Weber's methodological writings (Gesammelte
Aufsaetze zur Wissenschaftslehre = WL) which were published in 2018 in two volumes (Max
Weber-Gesamtausgabe = MWG, 1/7, 1/12). | visited the Friedrich Tenbruck Archive at the
University of Trier, the MWG Workplace in the Bavarian Academy of Sciences and the
Sozialwissenschaftliches Archive at the University of Constance in order to research the
manuscripts of Friedrich Tenbruck and Horst Baier. | investigated the genesis of the MWG and the
legitimacy of the division of WL into two volumes.

Johannes Winckelmann, Wolfgang Mommsen, Wolfgang Schluchter, M.Rainer Lepsius, and Horst
Baier belonged to the first editorial board of the MWG. It was Baier who organized the editing
project, negotiated the MWG with the publisher (J.C.B. Mohr), and acquired the support of
politicians. Confronted with the student revolt of 1968, presumably inspired by the Frankfurt School
(especially Herbert Marcuse), Baier was motivated to reinforce the liberal tradition of German
social sciences. Thus the ideological counterpart of the MWG is not the Marx Engels
Gesamtausgabe (MEGA) of East Germany but the Marxism of West Germany. To his credit, Baier
also managed to get two hostile academics on board — Winckelmann and Mommsen. Along with
the prominent Weberian scholars F. Tenbruck and W. Hennis, Mommsen aggressively criticized
Winckelmann (who had edited Economy and Society and other collected papers by Weber). They
had personal conflicts as well. Without Baier and his talent as coordinator, it would have been
impossible for them all to work together on the same team.

The start of the editing project of the MWG WL was seen as key to understanding the whole work
by Max Weber. Baier was the designated volume editor for the MWG 1/7 and 1/12. He addressed
the science of concrete reality (Wirklichkeitswissenschaft) in his unpublished post-doctoral thesis
VVon der Erkenntnistheorie zur Wirklichkeitswissenschaft. He could not, however, fully accomplish
the task of editing and publishing the entire MWG. I/7 and 1/12 were finally edited by G. Wagner
and J. Weill. My next research question will historically analyze the manuscripts to reveal how

different the published version of MWG 1/7 and 1/12 was from Baier's original plan and how the




legacy of the science of concrete reality has changed in German Weberian research.
In regard to the second research topic on action and time, | made a presentation on digitalization
and scarcity that was published in Soziologie heute (2020/01).
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Last year, I analyzed the collected works of Max Weber’ s methodological writings (Gesammelte Aufsaetze zur Wissenschaftslehre =
WL) which were published in 2018 in two volumes (Max Weber—Gesamtausgabe = MWG, 1/7, 1/12). I visited the Friedrich Tenbruck
Archive at the University of Trier, the MWG Workplace in the Bavarian Academy of Sciences and the Sozialwissenschaftliches
Archive at the University of Constance in order to research the manuscripts of Friedrich Tenbruck and Horst Baier. [ investigated the
genesis of the MWG and the legitimacy of the division of WL into two volumes.

Johannes Winckelmann, Wolfgang Mommsen, Wolfgang Schluchter, M.Rainer Lepsius, and Horst Baier belonged to the first editorial
board of the MWG. It was Baier who organized the editing project, negotiated the MWG with the publisher (J.C.B. Mohr), and acquired
the support of politicians. Confronted with the student revolt of 1968, presumably inspired by the Frankfurt School (especially Herbert
Marcuse), Baier was motivated to reinforce the liberal tradition of German social sciences. Thus the ideological counterpart of the
MWG is not the Marx Engels Gesamtausgabe (MEGA) of East Germany but the Marxism of West Germany. To his credit, Baier also
managed to get two hostile academics on board — Winckelmann and Mommsen. Along with the prominent Weberian scholars F.
Tenbruck and W. Hennis, Mommsen aggressively criticized Winckelmann (who had edited Economy and Society and other collected
papers by Weber). They had personal conflicts as well. Without Baier and his talent as coordinator, it would have been impossible for
them all to work together on the same team.

The start of the editing project of the MWG WL was seen as key to understanding the whole work by Max Weber. Baier was the
designated volume editor for the MWG 1/7 and 1/12. He addressed the science of concrete reality (Wirklichkeitswissenschaft) in his
unpublished post—doctoral thesis Von der Erkenntnistheorie zur Wirklichkeitswissenschaft. He could not, however, fully accomplish the
task of editing and publishing the entire MWG. I/7 and 1/12 were finally edited by G. Wagner and J. WeiB. My next research question
will historically analyze the manuscripts to reveal how different the published version of MWG 1/7 and /12 was from Baier’ s original
plan and how the legacy of the science of concrete reality has changed in German Weberian research.

In regard to the second research topic on action and time, | made a presentation on digitalization and scarcity that was published in
Soziologie heute (2020/01).
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