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As research agenda to address issues related to women in developing countries, | worked on two
studies.

First, | conducted a study on the relationship between religion and the gender ratio of infants.
Killing or neglecting people is contraindicated in most religions. In spite of that, there is a situation
in which the gender ratio of infants is not normal due to various reasons. In other words, many
developing countries find that the proportion of boys is far higher than biological ones. Then, |
conducted a study of whether there was a relationship between the zeal toward religions and the
gender ratio of infants, and what, if any, relationships were found. To that end, | conducted an
empirical analysis using the census data of Vietnam and the census data of religious facilities. As a
result, the ratio of male and female was closer to normal for households and communities that
religiously worshiped them. Thus, it became clear that religion had already influenced women from
birth. This study was published as a working paper of the Asian Growth Research Institute.
Second, a detailed survey on the economic behavior and values of commercial prostitutes in
'Yangon, a major city in Myanmar, was conducted and | have been analyzing the collected data.
With the great cooperation of local collaborators, we were able to collect about 400 samples. Such
investigations cannot be achieved without local collaborators, because prostitution is illegal for
women to do so. The survey incorporates unique perspectives, such as questions about risk
appetite, that have not been attempted in similar research to date. Poverty and commercial
prostitution are deeply linked and are a persistent problem in developing countries. At present,
some hypotheses have been established, simple micro-models have been assumed, and empirical
analysis is proceeding along with them. | plan that some papers using the data first will be
published as working papers.
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As research agenda to address issues related to women in developing countries, I worked on two studies.

First, I conducted a study on the relationship between religion and the gender ratio of infants. Killing or neglecting people is
contraindicated in most religions. In spite of that, there is a situation in which the gender ratio of infants is not normal due to various
reasons. In other words, many developing countries find that the proportion of boys is far higher than biological ones. Then, I
conducted a study of whether there was a relationship between the zeal toward religions and the gender ratio of infants, and what, if
any, relationships were found. To that end, I conducted an empirical analysis using the census data of Vietham and the census data of
religious facilities. As a result, the ratio of male and female was closer to normal for households and communities that religiously
worshiped them. Thus, it became clear that religion had already influenced women from birth. This study was published as a working
paper of the Asian Growth Research Institute.

Second, a detailed survey on the economic behavior and values of commercial prostitutes in Yangon, a major city in Myanmar, was
conducted and I have been analyzing the collected data. With the great cooperation of local collaborators, we were able to collect
about 400 samples. Such investigations cannot be achieved without local collaborators, because prostitution is illegal for women to do
so. The survey incorporates unique perspectives, such as questions about risk appetite, that have not been attempted in similar
research to date. Poverty and commercial prostitution are deeply linked and are a persistent problem in developing countries. At
present, some hypotheses have been established, simple micro-models have been assumed, and empirical analysis is proceeding along
with them. I plan that some papers using the data first will be published as working papers.
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