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In the academic year of 2019, | have attempted to place in historical terms twentieth-century British
literary criticism in a wider context, centering upon criticism by F. R. Leavis. Especially, | have been
reading Leavis's books and articles, focusing on his writing about D. H. Lawrence, who is the very
center of the development of Leavis's literary criticism. One of the main achievements of this
attempt is a symposium which | organized, as chair and lecturer, for the 91th National Conference
of the English Society of Japan held on 25th and 26th May 2019. The title of the symposium was
"Literature is Ordinary?——Twentieth-century English Literature and the 'Ordinary People." The
"ordinary people" means the working-class people in the mid-twentieth century, who have attracted
academic attention in recent years. One of the well-known researches on this subject is Selina
Todd's The People: The Rise and Fall of the Working Class 1910-2010, which | translated and
published in 2016. In the symposium, | propounded an account of the mobility of the working-class
people in relation to the development of English Literature as an academic discipline. Thanks to
the welfare-state policy and widened social mobility in the mid-century, the people came to enjoy
higher education. Leavis emphasizes the importance of teaching literary criticism in higher
education, on which he extensively wrote in many articles. Lawrence was born in a working-class
family and described his experience of working-class life in his writings; working-class people
shared such lived experience through reading Lawrence's books. In this respect, criticism of
Lawrence's texts is, Leavis argues, a reflection on the experience of working-class life in social,
political, and economic terms, upon which students in higher education should base their own
studies about any academic subjects. The kind of literary criticism advocated by Leavis was often
considered to be a-historical or even anti-historical. However, close analysis of Leavis's literary
criticism on Lawrence leads us to recognize that his practice of literary criticism was premised
firmly on his understanding of the social and historical context in the twentieth century. In order to
develop what | argued in the symposium, | have been re-examining not only Leavis's criticism but
literary and social criticism by Raymond Williams, who inherited a lot from Leavis and also focused
on Lawrence in his significant writings.
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A Study on Twentieth—century British Literary Criticism Focusing on F. R. Leavis
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In the academic year of 2019, I have attempted to place in historical terms twentieth—century British literary criticism in a wider
context, centering upon criticism by F. R. Leavis. Especially, I have been reading Leavis’ s books and articles, focusing on his writing
about D. H. Lawrence, who is the very center of the development of Leavis’ s literary criticism. One of the main achievements of this
attempt is a symposium which I organized, as chair and lecturer, for the 91th National Conference of the English Society of Japan
held on 25th and 26th May 2019. The title of the symposium was “Literature is Ordinary? Twentieth—century English Literature
and the ‘Ordinary People.”” The “ordinary people” means the working—class people in the mid—twentieth century, who have
attracted academic attention in recent years. One of the well-known researches on this subject is Selina Todd’ s The People: The
Rise and Fall of the Working Class 1910-2010, which I translated and published in 2016. In the symposium, I propounded an account of
the mobility of the working—class people in relation to the development of English Literature as an academic discipline. Thanks to the
welfare—state policy and widened social mobility in the mid—century, the people came to enjoy higher education. Leavis emphasizes
the importance of teaching literary criticism in higher education, on which he extensively wrote in many articles. Lawrence was born in
a working—class family and described his experience of working—class life in his writings; working—class people shared such lived
experience through reading Lawrence’ s books. In this respect, criticism of Lawrence’ s texts is, Leavis argues, a reflection on the
experience of working—class life in social, political, and economic terms, upon which students in higher education should base their
own studies about any academic subjects. The kind of literary criticism advocated by Leavis was often considered to be a—historical
or even anti—historical. However, close analysis of Leavis’ s literary criticism on Lawrence leads us to recognize that his practice of
literary criticism was premised firmly on his understanding of the social and historical context in the twentieth century. In order to
develop what I argued in the symposium, I have been re—examining not only Leavis’ s criticism but literary and social criticism by
Raymond Williams, who inherited a lot from Leavis and also focused on Lawrence in his significant writings.
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