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In the second year of the three-year research project, reading of secondary and primary literature,
it was confirmed that historiographical narratives in the German Contemporary Literature could be
categorised into two types: 'historical novels' and 'memory fiction'. One of the achievements was
presented as a paper (Avifauna auf denTrimmern—Eine Naturgeschichte in Marcel Beyers's
'Kaltenburg'), published in October 2019. This paper focusses on Marcel Bayer's novel 'Kaltenburg'
(2008) and provides an example of 'memory fiction' by a young generation having no experience of
the world wars and the Holocaust. Beyers's memory fiction fictionalises an act of memory and
deconstructs historical discourses based on political ideology. While Post-war German literature
has often been read primarily politically, in light of the intergenerational struggle for overcoming
Germany's past, in this paper, the poetic aspects of the text have been illuminated so that a
characteristic of those in the younger generation, who can easily aesthetically overcome the
delicate political debate over overcoming Germany's past, is clarified. Furthermore, | had
scheduled a presentation about a Daniel Kehlmann (born in 1975) as a representative of a
historical novel author in a study group for March 2020. However, due to the spread of the new
coronavirus infection, this event has been postponed until next year. In addition, writing a book
review of Alfred D&blin's Schicksalsreise encouraged me to study memory fiction by a Jewish
refugee who had fled the Nazi threat. Additionally, in relation to representations of history, | have
begun a field study on historical monuments in Germany that appear in German novels and films.
Some of these will be introduced in a lecture in 2020.
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Aspects of the historiographical narrative in Germen Contemporary Literature
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In the second year of the three—year research project, reading of secondary and primary literature, it was confirmed that
historiographical narratives in the German Contemporary Literature could be categorised into two types: ‘historical novels’ and
‘memory fiction’. One of the achievements was presented as a paper (Avifauna auf denTrimmern—Eine Naturgeschichte in Marcel
Beyers's ‘Kaltenburg’ ), published in October 2019. This paper focusses on Marcel Bayer's novel ‘Kaltenburg’ (2008) and provides
an example of ‘memory fiction’ by a young generation having no experience of the world wars and the Holocaust. Beyers’ s memory
fiction fictionalises an act of memory and deconstructs historical discourses based on political ideology. While Post-war German
literature has often been read primarily politically, in light of the intergenerational struggle for overcoming Germany’ s past, in this
paper, the poetic aspects of the text have been illuminated so that a characteristic of those in the younger generation, who can easily
aesthetically overcome the delicate political debate over overcoming Germany's past, is clarified. Furthermore, I had scheduled a
presentation about a Daniel Kehlmann (born in 1975) as a representative of a historical novel author in a study group for March 2020.
However, due to the spread of the new coronavirus infection, this event has been postponed until next year. In addition, writing a
book review of Alfred Déblin’ s Schicksalsreise encouraged me to study memory fiction by a Jewish refugee who had fled the Nazi
threat. Additionally, in relation to representations of history, I have begun a field study on historical monuments in Germany that
appear in German novels and films. Some of these will be introduced in a lecture in 2020.
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