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The present research on a historical description of the standardisation of the English language was
begun with a view to investigating, from a linguistic as well as sociolinguistic point of view, the
reasons, processes, and effects concerning the (de)standardisation that the language experienced
in each of its historical periods (i.e. Old English, Middle English, Modern English, and Present-Day
English). Particular attention was paid to the peculiarities to the (de)standardisation of English in
comparison with other languages including Japanese. Since a similar research was made in 2018
that was funded by Showakaikan based on Gakushuin University, the present research benefited
much from an accumulation of knowledge and experience made by the other one.

The findings of the present research included the fact that the standardisation of English was
unique, in comparison with Japanese and other languages, in that the process was characterised
by alternations between standardisation and destandardisation. Another point of interest is that
English has been rapidly gaining ground as a lingua franca, while it is also beginning to sees a kind
of diversification with an increasing number of different varieties turning up from every corner of the
world, thus suggesting the second destandardisation in its history.

The findings above were made public not only in an academic journal but also as a series of
articles in a journal of English teaching. They will be also included in a collection of linguistic
essays now in preparation. Yet another publication on them will be made in an introductory book to
contrastive linguistics in preparation.
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A Historical Description of the Standardisation of the English Language
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The present research on a historical description of the standardisation of the English language was begun with a view to investigating,
from a linguistic as well as sociolinguistic point of view, the reasons, processes, and effects concerning the (de)standardisation that
the language experienced in each of its historical periods (i.e. Old English, Middle English, Modern English, and Present-Day English).
Particular attention was paid to the peculiarities to the (de)standardisation of English in comparison with other languages including
Japanese. Since a similar research was made in 2018 that was funded by Showakaikan based on Gakushuin University, the present
research benefited much from an accumulation of knowledge and experience made by the other one.

The findings of the present research included the fact that the standardisation of English was unique, in comparison with Japanese
and other languages, in that the process was characterised by alternations between standardisation and destandardisation. Another
point of interest is that English has been rapidly gaining ground as a lingua franca, while it is also beginning to sees a kind of
diversification with an increasing number of different varieties turning up from every corner of the world, thus suggesting the second
destandardisation in its history.

The findings above were made public not only in an academic journal but also as a series of articles in a journal of English teaching.
They will be also included in a collection of linguistic essays now in preparation. Yet another publication on them will be made in an
introductory book to contrastive linguistics in preparation.
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