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This year, | was able to organize a series of lectures, give talks and do researches on my current
project. First of all, | invited Prof. Werner Sollors (Harvard) to give a talk at Keio on the challenges
of diversity based on his latest book of the same title. In June, | gave a talk entitled "African
American Literature in the Twenty-First Century and its Redefinition of 'Race'; Diversity within
Blackness as Articulated by The Fire This Time" during the Japanese Association for American
Studies. In July, | moderated a talk given by Prof. Nahum Chandler (UC Irvine) during the annual
meeting of the Multi-Ethnic Studies Association of Japan. The title of his lecture was "Worlds of
Color: Or, W. E. B. Du Bois's International Vision of the 1920s." In August, | was able to conduct
archival researches at the Library of Congress and Howard University in Washington, D.C. In
October, | gave a couple of talks on race and butoh. The first one was during a meeting of The
Japan Black Studies Association and the second during an event called "Butoh Next Symposium"
held at CUNY. In the same month, | attended the American Studies Association's meeting in
Hawaii as the vice-chair of the organization's International Committee and discussed future plans
for transnationalizing American Studies. Since | was fortunate enough to receive two "Grants-in-
Aid for Scientific Research" for other related projects, | was saving this grant for my research trip in
March 2020. However, due to the Covid-19 pandemic, | was forced to abandon it. Instead, | used
the grant to acquire books necessary for my current research and also bought some new digital
equipment to replace the old ones that were either broken or malfunctioning.
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This year, I was able to organize a series of lectures, give talks and do researches on my current project. First of all, I invited Prof.
Werner Sollors (Harvard) to give a talk at Keio on the challenges of diversity based on his latest book of the same title. In June, I gave
a talk entitled “African American Literature in the Twenty—First Century and its Redefinition of ‘Race’: Diversity within Blackness as
Articulated by The Fire This Time” during the Japanese Association for American Studies. In July, I moderated a talk given by Prof.
Nahum Chandler (UC Irvine) during the annual meeting of the Multi-Ethnic Studies Association of Japan. The title of his lecture was
“Worlds of Color: Or, W. E. B. Du Bois’ s International Vision of the 1920s.” In August, I was able to conduct archival researches at
the Library of Congress and Howard University in Washington, D.C. In October, I gave a couple of talks on race and butoh. The first
one was during a meeting of The Japan Black Studies Association and the second during an event called “Butoh Next Symposium”
held at CUNY. In the same month, I attended the American Studies Association’s meeting in Hawaii as the vice—chair of the
organization’s International Committee and discussed future plans for transnationalizing American Studies. Since [ was fortunate
enough to receive two “Grants—in—Aid for Scientific Research” for other related projects, I was saving this grant for my research trip
in March 2020. However, due to the Covid—19 pandemic, I was forced to abandon it. Instead, I used the grant to acquire books
necessary for my current research and also bought some new digital equipment to replace the old ones that were either broken or
malfunctioning.
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