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Ultrashort pulse lasers are used for studying nonlinear optical phenomena and also for observing
ultrafast phenomena such as chemical reactions of molecules, and are widely used worldwide.
One of the most important parameters is the "pulse width", which is the time during which light
energy is concentrated. For shorter pulse width, nonlinear optical phenomena become remarkable,
and higher time resolution is possible. To estimate a pulse width, "autocorrelation" measurement is
used. In the autocorrelation measurement, light to be measured is divided into two, and the two
lights are combined again after a slight optical path difference is given (interferometer). When the
optical path difference is swept, the pulse time can be measured from the interference fringes
between the two light beams. Conventionally, Michelson interferometers are used for
autocorrelation measurement. With the Michelson interferometer, the distance between two optical
paths fluctuates, making it difficult to observe clear interference over a long period of time.
Therefore, it is necessary to prepare a reference laser for path difference reference. In this study,
we tried to use a displaced Sagnac interferometer. The displaced Sagnac interferometer consists
of common mirrors for the two optical paths, and hence the optical path difference is robust against
environmental fluctuations. Therefore, interference is observed clearly. On the other hand, it is
difficult to make the optical path difference large. In this study, the optical path difference is
changed by slightly rotating two glass plates. As a result, the phase structure of light is observed
very clearly and is stable for a long time without the use of the reference laser. In the current setup,
the optical path difference is up to about 1.5 mm, but if it can be extended to about a few cm,
application to Fourier transform infrared spectroscopy will be possible in the future.
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Pulse width measurement of ultrashort pulse lasers with a displaced Sagnac interferometer
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Ultrashort pulse lasers are used for studying nonlinear optical phenomena and also for observing ultrafast phenomena such as
chemical reactions of molecules, and are widely used worldwide. One of the most important parameters is the “pulse width”, which is
the time during which light energy is concentrated. For shorter pulse width, nonlinear optical phenomena become remarkable, and
higher time resolution is possible. To estimate a pulse width, “autocorrelation” measurement is used. In the autocorrelation
measurement, light to be measured is divided into two, and the two lights are combined again after a slight optical path difference is
given (interferometer). When the optical path difference is swept, the pulse time can be measured from the interference fringes
between the two light beams. Conventionally, Michelson interferometers are used for autocorrelation measurement. With the
Michelson interferometer, the distance between two optical paths fluctuates, making it difficult to observe clear interference over a
long period of time. Therefore, it is necessary to prepare a reference laser for path difference reference. In this study, we tried to use
a displaced Sagnac interferometer. The displaced Sagnac interferometer consists of common mirrors for the two optical paths, and
hence the optical path difference is robust against environmental fluctuations. Therefore, interference is observed clearly. On the
other hand, it is difficult to make the optical path difference large. In this study, the optical path difference is changed by slightly
rotating two glass plates. As a result, the phase structure of light is observed very clearly and is stable for a long time without the
use of the reference laser. In the current setup, the optical path difference is up to about 1.5 mm, but if it can be extended to about a
few cm, application to Fourier transform infrared spectroscopy will be possible in the future.

3. ABFEREICET DHE

FEREEL SRR, RREWREL S REIEATEE
(& - ) A - ) EWETF - BHFD) | (EWEATEA - mREH)




