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This research project dealt with fundamental theoretical (and practical) legal concepts relating to
the attribution of individual criminal liability to perpetrators of the most serious crimes under
international law. These international "core crimes" fall under the jurisdiction of the International
Criminal Court (ICC). One of the most important and critically discussed issues in recent
international criminal law is the "control-over-the-crime theory" which the ICC developed and
applied in its case law so far. This research focused in particular on the normative concepts
underlying the ICC reasoning pertaining to the differentiation between principles and accessories
of core crimes, also in comparison with related theoretical concepts in national criminal law. A
related article is in preparation (together with previous research results), along with a jointly edited
book on the historical origins of this and other concepts in international criminal as exemplified in
the Tokyo War Crimes Tribunal.
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Perspectives on Modes of Liability in International Criminal Law
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This research project dealt with fundamental theoretical (and practical) legal concepts relating to the attribution of individual criminal
liability to perpetrators of the most serious crimes under international law. These international “core crimes” fall under the
jurisdiction of the International Criminal Court (ICC). One of the most important and critically discussed issues in recent international
criminal law is the “control-over—the—crime theory” which the ICC developed and applied in its case law so far. This research
focused in particular on the normative concepts underlying the ICC reasoning pertaining to the differentiation between principles and
accessories of core crimes, also in comparison with related theoretical concepts in national criminal law. A related article is in
preparation (together with previous research results), along with a jointly edited book on the historical origins of this and other
concepts in international criminal as exemplified in the Tokyo War Crimes Tribunal.
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