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Japan and Russia (or USSR) are in a somewhat unusual relationship, despite being neighbors,
without signing a Treaty of Peace and Friendship. The most serious factor that has hindered the
development of Russo-Japanese relations is the Northern Territories issue, and it is extremely
difficult to hope for further development of Russo-Japanese relations without a solution. In the first
place, the position of the Northern Territories issue differs greatly between Russia and Japan, and
Russia's effective control over Northern Territories is only deepening. Therefore, this study
analyzes the "realities of the problem" and "the current situation" of the Northern Territories issue
and examines possible solutions to the territorial problems in other countries thinking the way of
compromising. | have been conducting research through interviews in Russia and literature
research.

In 2019, | conducted interviews in Russia, analyzing Russian theoretical research based on the
hypothesis that Russia is using the Northern Territories issue for the Russian hybrid warfare
against the US and Japan.

"Hybrid warfare" is a military strategy that combines regular war, irregular war, cyberwar,
information war, etc., which was used when Russia annexed Crimea and intervened in eastern
Ukraine in 2014. However, the Russian do not use the word "hybrid warfare", but use "new
generation war" etc. as so-called "hybrid warfare." In addition, the Russian people understand that
the West has been performing "hybrid warfare" against Russia.

Then, Japan's Prime Minister Abe began to insist on solving the problem by returning the two
islands for Japan by Russia in November 2018, but almost at the same time, Russia began to
stress the necessity that Japan should recognize the result of the WWII, quit the Japan-US
alliance, and acquire that the US military base will not be built in the northern territory in the case
that some island will be returned to Japan. Such Russian requests are really difficult for Japan to
accept.

| analyzed that Russia is using the Northern Territories issue for a "hybrid warfare" with the United
States and/or Japan, so it seems that resolution of the Northern Territories issue is becoming more
difficult.
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For the solution of Northern Territories Issue:
The multifaceted approach through the case studies of the territorial problem of foreign countries
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Japan and Russia (or USSR) are in a somewhat unusual relationship, despite being neighbors, without signing a Treaty of Peace
and Friendship. The most serious factor that has hindered the development of Russo—Japanese relations is the Northern Territories
issue, and it is extremely difficult to hope for further development of Russo—Japanese relations without a solution. In the first place,
the position of the Northern Territories issue differs greatly between Russia and Japan, and Russia’s effective control over Northern
Territories is only deepening. Therefore, this study analyzes the “realities of the problem” and “the current situation” of the Northern
Territories issue and examines possible solutions to the territorial problems in other countries thinking the way of compromising. |
have been conducting research through interviews in Russia and literature research.

In 2019, I conducted interviews in Russia, analyzing Russian theoretical research based on the hypothesis that Russia is using the
Northern Territories issue for the Russian hybrid warfare against the US and Japan.

“Hybrid warfare” is a military strategy that combines regular war, irregular war, cyberwar, information war, etc., which was used
when Russia annexed Crimea and intervened in eastern Ukraine in 2014. However, the Russian do not use the word “hybrid warfare”,
but use “new generation war” etc. as so—called “hybrid warfare.” In addition, the Russian people understand that the West has been
performing “hybrid warfare” against Russia.

Then, Japan’s Prime Minister Abe began to insist on solving the problem by returning the two islands for Japan by Russia in
November 2018, but almost at the same time, Russia began to stress the necessity that Japan should recognize the result of the
WWII, quit the Japan—-US alliance, and acquire that the US military base will not be built in the northern territory in the case that
some island will be returned to Japan. Such Russian requests are really difficult for Japan to accept.

I analyzed that Russia is using the Northern Territories issue for a “hybrid warfare” with the United States and/or Japan, so it seems
that resolution of the Northern Territories issue is becoming more difficult.
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