EfEAXFZZHMBHRI NI U
Keio Associated Repository of Academic resouces

Title

HETXVNOBAMEICH THEEICEIZEHR

Sub Title

Discourses related to marriage in postwar American women's periodicals

Author

Notter, David

Publisher

BR&EZAF

Publication year

2020

Jtitle

FERELESHRRAREERESE (2019.)

JaLC DOI

Abstract
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The aim of this research project was to examine women's magazines such as McCall's which had
been published in the postwar period up until the early 1960s at the Library of Congress in
Washington DC. Specifically, the aim of the project was to examine the discourses related to
marriage in this era. In the end | focused on discourses related to both marriage and the ideology
of romantic love as seen in the pages of McCall's of the 1950s, the era in which affluence and
happiness had come to be understood as symbolized by domestic bliss and a happy home. The
first thing that became apparent was that marital happiness was defined very differently than it had
been by social scientists in the prewar period. In short, the former emphasis on the importance of a
happy and balanced sex life had been eclipsed by a new more 'psychological' understanding of
marital happiness. This in turn seems to reflect the emerging hegemony of the field of psychology
and the 'psychologization' of American culture which emerged in the postwar era. At the time there
was still a strong stigma attached to divorce, and one fear that women of the age faced was the
idea that one might marry the wrong person and end up with a 'bad husband'. The response to this
fear on the part of 'experts' seems to have been the recommendation not to dismiss this person as
'bad', but rather to try to understand that that person's limitations are based on trauma and other
(psychological) suffering that they have endured, and in this way develop some empathy for the
person. Nevertheless, although the later 'psychological discourse' of the 1970s goes on to
emphasize the importance of 'communication’, that is not in evidence at this time. Rather, one is
implicitly encouraged to endure what might not be a 'happy marriage' by developing an
understanding that the problematic behavior and/or attitude of a spouse can likely be explained by
childhood trauma and/or other psychological causes.
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Discourses Related to Marriage in Postwar American Women'’s Periodicals

1. HIREBRFROBE

AREFE D EEERRE L McCall's ZHIDMI, 1945~1965 FDOFHAZEREIC. 7 AUADE KRR ZEHE (Library of Congress) [ZHLNTT A

DHDEEZEDIFBANMETHONDEIEEDOCEERERAT D ETH o= RN, THIATIEELREINBREDOIURILE
ol 1950 ERDBAMIE OB T, PERR (RUZTNA U LORHR) ICET2XEBICRLGEGREN TV ERHNS McCall's
DFELET BT AERSLUAT T4V ST A TAAX—FDLDDERERFTT I EITH T FIZTTHRN—M D
FRNALRIZEALTWZIE, BRI 7 A A TER THOERIBEFRICHB T2 7227 )T1—OHYFDEENRFRLETEHEHRE
ERESEHRNCOBIIZEBIGELEEERS EFMIZVZIE, XREGROEIMEFTOE CIHEMINS LV -EETID S HRAHE
Z.FTDRDOYIZKIFOBERDEIN AN DIGE . DEZNEAZBSLUBELAVLNDESICHDE, O EFFE BEBT A
hoXelzBWWTHONE DEZOATEZ—DEIE . HEIVETAUAIEDNHEBZIE IOBENELTHBIIENTRETH D, 4
B XBIBIC T DR T4 oA ELHY . BIEEBRIREBE->TLEL., TEEBER AN IEEBLTLESIEICRDOLTLE
SEVNSERRIFESENON TN =EITH D, LOLEINSBE [THR/IN—FIZEBTENARENIDIE. FDOHEFEIELE
BANIEZEZTIZ.OLAFDADANEIZLSIRBED (DEZME) BFNHIET THAHEWSILLZEEL, ZDOANIZRET S
CENEHOENTND, —AT. DED 1970 ERD LD D B2 DO REBEELFBELSIBELHIAZ 2 r—2aV I OBEHD
BIILCDBEETEHELERONGL, DLATEEHIEIE ITIEAKTE, BERINIEFOEHPEELEDOERIZE. FOAD
BEDIIIEWNFDEBZMEEONHIEEEBB T HENEFDONIIERDAHFOND LI EE RS,

2. MIRERRAEEOBE FER)

The aim of this research project was to examine women’s magazines such as McCall's which had been published in the postwar period
up until the early 1960s at the Library of Congress in Washington DC. Specifically, the aim of the project was to examine the
discourses related to marriage in this era. In the end I focused on discourses related to both marriage and the ideology of romantic
love as seen in the pages of McCall's of the 1950s, the era in which affluence and happiness had come to be understood as
symbolized by domestic bliss and a happy home. The first thing that became apparent was that marital happiness was defined very
differently than it had been by social scientists in the prewar period. In short, the former emphasis on the importance of a happy and
balanced sex life had been eclipsed by a new more 'psychological’ understanding of marital happiness. This in turn seems to reflect
the emerging hegemony of the field of psychology and the 'psychologization’ of American culture which emerged in the postwar era.
At the time there was still a strong stigma attached to divorce, and one fear that women of the age faced was the idea that one might
marry the wrong person and end up with a 'bad husband’. The response to this fear on the part of 'experts’ seems to have been the
recommendation not to dismiss this person as 'bad’, but rather to try to understand that that person’s limitations are based on trauma
and other (psychological) suffering that they have endured, and in this way develop some empathy for the person. Nevertheless,
although the later 'psychological discourse’ of the 1970s goes on to emphasize the importance of 'communication’, that is not in
evidence at this time. Rather, one is implicitly encouraged to endure what might not be a 'happy marriage’ by developing an
understanding that the problematic behavior and/or attitude of a spouse can likely be explained by childhood trauma and/or other
psychological causes.
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