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In continuation of research started in 2018, | visited several universities recognized for their
pioneering attempts in French language education throughout Japan. | was given opportunities to
conduct observations and interviews. During 2019, | was able to carry out in-depth analysis of
project-based French language learning programs and their potential for sustainability.

In recent years, French language learning programs have introduced innovative attempts to create
learning communities that play an important role in maintaining and improving learning motivation,
in particular foreign language education. Observation of these projects revealed the value of
collaborative activities designed to keep learners motivated. In addition, | analyzed project-based
French language projects to examine their sustainability as educational practices that may be
incorporated into other programs.

As part of my research, | conducted fieldwork in two locations where | was given opportunities to
observe classes as well as conduct interviews with teachers and students on several occasions.
Following is a detailed list of fieldwork conducted during academic year 2019.

Fieldwork conducted at Tohoku University:

Class observation of French language classes taught by professors Yosuke FUKAI and Bertrand
SAUZEDDE. The observation was followed by interviews with both professors and students.
Observation of a meeting for the Movie project in French "Qui suis-je? (Who am 1?)," produced by
students: the third episode project meeting. Dates: July 12, 2019.

Interview with professor Azusa TAKAHASHI

Professor Takahashi works at Kindai University. Professor Takahashi is an active promoter of
"Hirosaki X France" project at University of Hirosaki.

Dates: August 30, 2019.

Fieldwork conducted at University of Hirosaki:




Observation of project activities: Hirosaki X France, with professor Makiko KUMANO, a
collaboration between University of Hirosaki and Keio University SFC
Interviews. August 31-September 1, 2019.

Fieldwork conducted at Tohoku University:

Interviews with professors Yosuke FUKAI, Bertrand SAUZEDDE, Estelle DOUDET (University of
Lausanne) and a team of Japanese students.

Observation of project meeting between students and teachers, followed by interviews with
professors and students. Observation of a meeting for a Movie project /collaboration between
University of Lausanne and Tohoku University, "Chat noir a Lausanne (Black cat in Lausanne)"
produced by students.

Dates: February 4 - 5, 2020.

Observation and results

In all cases, strong leadership — was often provided by instructors and some key-student leaders —
and unique ideas for project activities were conducive to make those projects possible. Evidence of
the success of this approach was observed in students' continuous engagement throughout the
activities, and post-activities meetings and discussions.

Interviews with instructors and students revealed that, on the other hand, from the point of view of
sustainability of such projects and activities, it is difficult to replicate the same classroom
environment in same spirit, particularly when both, students and instructors have developed a
strong sense of involvement and agency as equal participants.

Finally, | gave a presentation on my research findings at the FIPF (International Federation of
French Teachers / Fédération Internationale des Professeurs de frangais) at the annual conference
in Ulaanbaatar, Mongolia, in September 20 of 2019.
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Analysis of a new type of learning project: new trends in designing French language experiences through Japan
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In continuation of research started in 2018, I visited several universities recognized for their pioneering attempts in French language
education throughout Japan. I was given opportunities to conduct observations and interviews. During 2019, I was able to carry out
in—depth analysis of project—based French language learning programs and their potential for sustainability.

In recent years, French language learning programs have introduced innovative attempts to create learning communities that play an
important role in maintaining and improving learning motivation, in particular foreign language education. Observation of these projects
revealed the value of collaborative activities designed to keep learners motivated. In addition, 1 analyzed project—based French
language projects to examine their sustainability as educational practices that may be incorporated into other programs.

As part of my research, I conducted fieldwork in two locations where I was given opportunities to observe classes as well as conduct
interviews with teachers and students on several occasions. Following is a detailed list of fieldwork conducted during academic year
2019.

Fieldwork conducted at Tohoku University:

Class observation of French language classes taught by professors Yosuke FUKAI and Bertrand SAUZEDDE. The observation was
followed by interviews with both professors and students. Observation of a meeting for the Movie project in French “Qui suis—je?
(Who am 1?),” produced by students: the third episode project meeting. Dates: July 12, 2019.

Interview with professor Azusa TAKAHASHI

Professor Takahashi works at Kindai University. Professor Takahashi is an active promoter of “Hirosaki X France” project at
University of Hirosaki.

Dates: August 30, 2019.

Fieldwork conducted at University of Hirosaki:

Observation of project activities: Hirosaki X France, with professor Makiko KUMANO, a collaboration between University of Hirosaki
and Keio University SFC

Interviews. August 31-September 1, 2019.

Fieldwork conducted at Tohoku University:

Interviews with professors Yosuke FUKAI, Bertrand SAUZEDDE, Estelle DOUDET (University of Lausanne) and a team of Japanese
students.

Observation of project meeting between students and teachers, followed by interviews with professors and students. Observation of a
meeting for a Movie project /collaboration between University of Lausanne and Tohoku University, “Chat noir & Lausanne (Black cat
in Lausanne)” produced by students.

Dates: February 4 — 5, 2020.

Observation and results

In all cases, strong leadership — was often provided by instructors and some key—student leaders — and unique ideas for project
activities were conducive to make those projects possible. Evidence of the success of this approach was observed in students’
continuous engagement throughout the activities, and post—activities meetings and discussions.

Interviews with instructors and students revealed that, on the other hand, from the point of view of sustainability of such projects and
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activities, it is difficult to replicate the same classroom environment in same spirit, particularly when both, students and instructors
have developed a strong sense of involvement and agency as equal participants.
Finally, I gave a presentation on my research findings at the FIPF (International Federation of French Teachers / Fédération
Internationale des Professeurs de francais) at the annual conference in Ulaanbaatar, Mongolia, in September 20 of 2019.
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