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The aim of this study is to prepare unearthed materials by Beitin excavations in Palestine for the
final report. A large Byzantine church and the Crusader period agricultural settlement with a tower
were unearthed at Burj Beitin, the site located in the southeast of the village of Beitin. A necropolis
from the Bronze Age to the Roman period as well as various agricultural facilities such as a large
reservoir is found along the Wadi et-Tawaheen, The cities from the Bronze Age to the Byzantine
period are known at the Tell, although we have not excavated there.

The church unearthed at Burj Beitin is large (40m x 28 m) and contains an inner structure which
surrounds a special stone. Beitin has been identified with the Biblical town of Bethel where the
Patriarch Jacob slept on a stone and dreamed a dream of a heavenly ladder; this church can be
commemorative of this event. The church was reconstructed during the Crusader period in the
center of the agricultural community. This structure is significant, as it reflects the changing
situations and nature of Christianity from the Byzantine, early Islam, to Crusader periods.

We need to prepare a large amount of materials for the publication of the excavation report. This
year we focused on the structures, arranging and tracing figures. We also worked on pottery, glass
and metal tools. We re-visited the site and store room during the summer in order to double-check
unclear points. The works on building blocks, stone tools, coins, human bones, and inscriptions are
yet to be dealt with.

We, however, already shared some of our results. | talked about the unique structure inside the
church at ASOR meeting, and it was well accepted. We also discussed the issues related to the
excavations at the Tell at the Japanese Society of the Palestinian Archaeology.
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Foundational Studies toward the Report of Archaeological Excavations at Beitin, Palestine
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The aim of this study is to prepare unearthed materials by Beitin excavations in Palestine for the final report. A large Byzantine
church and the Crusader period agricultural settlement with a tower were unearthed at Burj Beitin, the site located in the southeast
of the village of Beitin. A necropolis from the Bronze Age to the Roman period as well as various agricultural facilities such as a large
reservoir is found along the Wadi et—-Tawaheen, The cities from the Bronze Age to the Byzantine period are known at the Tell,
although we have not excavated there.

The church unearthed at Burj Beitin is large (40m x 28 m) and contains an inner structure which surrounds a special stone. Beitin has
been identified with the Biblical town of Bethel where the Patriarch Jacob slept on a stone and dreamed a dream of a heavenly
ladder; this church can be commemorative of this event. The church was reconstructed during the Crusader period in the center of
the agricultural community. This structure is significant, as it reflects the changing situations and nature of Christianity from the
Byzantine, early Islam, to Crusader periods.

We need to prepare a large amount of materials for the publication of the excavation report. This year we focused on the structures,
arranging and tracing figures. We also worked on pottery, glass and metal tools. We re—visited the site and store room during the
summer in order to double—check unclear points. The works on building blocks, stone tools, coins, human bones, and inscriptions are
yet to be dealt with.

We, however, already shared some of our results. [ talked about the unique structure inside the church at ASOR meeting, and it was
well accepted. We also discussed the issues related to the excavations at the Tell at the Japanese Society of the Palestinian
Archaeology.
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