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The main purpose of this study is to conduct a comparative study on the National Spiritual
Mobilization Movement that was developed in Japan and China during the War between the two
countries. In the wake of the Marco Polo Bridge Incident on July 7, 1937, Japan and China entered
an all-out war. In August of the same year, The Cabinet of Fumimaro Konoe proposed a movement
to mobilize the national spirit of Japanese. On the other hand, the national government led by
Chiang Kai-shek launched another national movement to mobilize the spirit of Chinese in March
1939. As one can see from here, the construction of the mobilization system in China was
significantly delayed. As a widely known history, after the outbreak of the Sino-Japanese War,
Chiang Kai-shek developed a strategy for long-term fight and hence moved the capital to
Chonggqing in November 1937. In March 1938, Chiang Kai-shek held a meeting at the Military
Commission's Office to discuss the imposition of the national spirit mobilization movement. In the
meeting, the national spirit mobilization movement of Japan was mentioned. The national spirit
mobilization movement of China was initialized to resist the invasion of Japan, but another side of
the story was that, the movement of Japan was used as a model to follow.

In October 1937, the Central Federation of national spiritual mobilization was formed in Japan, and
many government officials were included in the Board of Directors. In addition, many important
people from administrative executive groups, commerce, agriculture, military, labor union, sports,
medical treatment, social education, cultural groups, private organizations and so on, were also
involved. Japanese was able to establish the Central Federation within three months after the
national spirit mobilization movement started. It showed the excessive mobilization power of
Japan.

On the other hand, the national spirit mobilization movement in China was put under the
supervision of the national defense committee, and Chiang Kai-shek himself served as the
chairman. As mentioned, the national spirit mobilization movement in China was developed under
the top-down guidance. However, the jurisdiction of the national spirit mobilization movement had
changed several times afterwards, and the leadership of the movement has deteriorated following
those changes. Moreover, the national spirit mobilization movement was not able to expand to full
scale on whole China as in Japan, because China was divided into the different regions. There

were regions occupied by the Japanese army, regions occupied by the KMT, and by the



Communist Party. The impact of the movement was limited.

Comparing the national spirit mobilization movement between Japan and China is useful not only
to understand the actual situation of wartime mobilization, but also to deepen understanding of the
war between Japan and China.
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A Comparative Study on The National Spiritual Mobilization Movement in Japan and China

1. HIREBRFROBE

AMEDFEENIE. BhEEHHICHE CRASN - ERBHRSEEHCET I LEMEEFTICLIZHS.19837TFETA 7
BOEEEEHZ2EIC. BPAEEALEBSEIZRALR, RE 8 AICEAXENEIIEREMRH S EFgEiREL-. —F. &
NEHLRNBZERBATFIL. 1939 &£ 3 AICERBHRSEEEFEMIBLIz. CCHhDERNBKIIZ, FEIZHITIEE AT DEBEN
KIBITENTW:, BMOERY ., BREETREZ. BNENRMBOBIKREZIIT. 1937 F 1 BICHHEEEICELIZ, 1938 &
SAICENBEEEZRESSEECREFHE. ERAHLIEEFOERYII OV TRELz. TOR. BERAOERBHRHEE
BHLERIN:z, P EOERBHLEEEFHIAADRKICIENRT 5O TH oA, BRDEFNFRESN TV ATEERET
mhs,

1937 £ 10 AICEATHERFEHXRHEPTREENERIN . BERICIEIZSLOBFREAZREN A>TV, ZOIEMIZ, TEEE
Hik. EmE. BE. BEA, 58S AR—Y., BER. tLL%E LUERK, REBGKRGELESTA T, EREHRE EEE MR
FoTHBE. 3N AR CHRERNRILTE . FNIXAXRDHE ADEIERLTNSELZ S,
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FEEHDEEMBNMEL RSN, TOHREHIEEINT -, T-, 4B, FEICEV T, BREICE>ThHESh g, BR
RBERERNENEFNRE T HHEBICH MM TS0, EREALHEEFXARIFZELEREICHIE R TELEI 1=, EEDZ
RiREMTHoT=,

BEhlEOERBHKEEEHZLLE T HIEL., BB E DREFEMTLHI-HICRIDFEITTHL, BhESICNT HEES
FEOBR=HIZEFRATHS,

2. MARRAEEOBE (R

The main purpose of this study is to conduct a comparative study on the National Spiritual Mobilization Movement that was
developed in Japan and China during the War between the two countries. In the wake of the Marco Polo Bridge Incident on July 7,
1937, Japan and China entered an all-out war. In August of the same year, The Cabinet of Fumimaro Konoe proposed a movement to
mobilize the national spirit of Japanese. On the other hand, the national government led by Chiang Kai—shek launched another national
movement to mobilize the spirit of Chinese in March 1939. As one can see from here, the construction of the mobilization system in
China was significantly delayed. As a widely known history, after the outbreak of the Sino—Japanese War, Chiang Kai—shek developed
a strategy for long—term fight and hence moved the capital to Chongqing in November 1937. In March 1938, Chiang Kai—shek held a
meeting at the Military Commission’s Office to discuss the imposition of the national spirit mobilization movement. In the meeting, the
national spirit mobilization movement of Japan was mentioned. The national spirit mobilization movement of China was initialized to
resist the invasion of Japan, but another side of the story was that, the movement of Japan was used as a model to follow.

In October 1937, the Central Federation of national spiritual mobilization was formed in Japan, and many government officials were
included in the Board of Directors. In addition, many important people from administrative executive groups, commerce, agriculture,
military, labor union, sports, medical treatment, social education, cultural groups, private organizations and so on, were also involved.
Japanese was able to establish the Central Federation within three months after the national spirit mobilization movement started. It
showed the excessive mobilization power of Japan.

On the other hand, the national spirit mobilization movement in China was put under the supervision of the national defense
committee, and Chiang Kai—shek himself served as the chairman. As mentioned, the national spirit mobilization movement in China
was developed under the top—down guidance. However, the jurisdiction of the national spirit mobilization movement had changed
several times afterwards, and the leadership of the movement has deteriorated following those changes. Moreover, the national spirit
mobilization movement was not able to expand to full scale on whole China as in Japan, because China was divided into the different
regions. There were regions occupied by the Japanese army, regions occupied by the KMT, and by the Communist Party. The impact
of the movement was limited.

Comparing the national spirit mobilization movement between Japan and China is useful not only to understand the actual situation
of wartime mobilization, but also to deepen understanding of the war between Japan and China.
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