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By reproducing and analyzing both American theater and theater culture of Japanese immigrants
in Hawai'i from the late 19th to the early 20th centuries, this study aimed to reconsider the
conventional theater history that is centered on theater activities within the boundaries of the
mainland U.S. and the Broadway / non-Broadway binary perspectives.
Following such basic stance, this year the researcher examined unknown travel logs written by
19th-century American actors and managers who went on tours through the Pacific world and
beyond: four writings on travels that stopped by Hawaii and three books on travels via Japan. The
study showed that there was a vast network of tours that echoed expansionism of the American
empire at the turn of the century.
As in the second year of the ongoing three-year-project, the researcher continued on the project of
collecting articles, reviews and advertisements on contemporary performances in Hawaii from
English newspapers Pacific Commercial Advertiser and Japanese newspaper The Yamato
Shimbun (first published in 1895).
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American and Japanese theater cultures in Early Hawaii and the Reconsideration of American theater history
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By reproducing and analyzing both American theater and theater culture of Japanese immigrants in Hawai’ i from the late 19th to the
early 20th centuries, this study aimed to reconsider the conventional theater history that is centered on theater activities within the
boundaries of the mainland U.S. and the Broadway / non—Broadway binary perspectives.

Following such basic stance, this year the researcher examined unknown travel logs written by 19th—century American actors and
managers who went on tours through the Pacific world and beyond: four writings on travels that stopped by Hawaii and three books
on travels via Japan. The study showed that there was a vast network of tours that echoed expansionism of the American empire at
the turn of the century.

As in the second year of the ongoing three—year—project, the researcher continued on the project of collecting articles, reviews and
advertisements on contemporary performances in Hawaii from English newspapers Pacific Commercial Advertiser and Japanese
newspaper The Yamato Shimbun (first published in 1895).
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