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Abstract
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This research project aims to analyze the significance of the representations of Africa in American
popular culture and literature. North African countriesbordering the Mediterranean Sea, generally
called the Maghreb, which etymologically means "West," has a historically long relationship with
the United States. To put it more precisely, the North African issues were the first international
conflict that the United States had to deal with as a newly independent nation. It was captivity of
American sailors at the Barbary Coast by the North African pirates. In 1785, 21 sailors on the
American schooners were captured by the Algerians along with their cargoes. This incidents were
depicted not only in the newspapers at that time, but also in popular fiction including Slaves in
Algiers by Susanna Rowson and The Algerine Captive by Royall Tyler. In this academic year, the
two works mentioned above were closely analyzed. As for Slaves in Algiers, this play deals with
not only issues between US and Britain, but also points the problems of "middle passage" which
implies the American slavery. In Tyler's The Algerine Captive, the problem of adultery and racial
issues are described. By focusing on the etymological meaning of "adultery," which signifies "the
blending or mixing of different strains or ingredients," this popular fiction in 18th century can be
analyzed as a work of formula seductive fiction with geographical perspectives.
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The Representations of Africa in American Popular Culture
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This research project aims to analyze the significance of the representations of Africa in American popular culture and literature.
North African countriesbordering the Mediterranean Sea, generally called the Maghreb, which etymologically means “West,” has a
historically long relationship with the United States. To put it more precisely, the North African issues were the first international
conflict that the United States had to deal with as a newly independent nation. It was captivity of American sailors at the Barbary
Coast by the North African pirates. In 1785, 21 sailors on the American schooners were captured by the Algerians along with their
cargoes. This incidents were depicted not only in the newspapers at that time, but also in popular fiction including Slaves in Algiers by
Susanna Rowson and The Algerine Captive by Royall Tyler. In this academic year, the two works mentioned above were closely
analyzed. As for Slaves in Algiers, this play deals with not only issues between US and Britain, but also points the problems of “middle
passage” which implies the American slavery. In Tyler's The Algerine Captive, the problem of adultery and racial issues are described.
By focusing on the etymological meaning of “adultery,” which signifies “the blending or mixing of different strains or ingredients,” this
popular fiction in 18th century can be analyzed as a work of formula seductive fiction with geographical perspectives.
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