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This study is based on the Shijing Research Book, holograph of "Shifuji" by Weng Fanggang
(1733 ~ 1818) a scholar from the Qing Dynasty Qianlong Jiaging period. The objective is to clarify
his research ideology and methodology. Weng Fanggang was a leading scholar of his time along
with Dai Zhen, Duan Yucai, Wang Niansun and Wang Yinzhi. These scholars established the
methodology of the study of ancient texts during the Qing Dynasty. What set Weng Fanggang
apart from his colleagues was his unique erspective, and he left a legacy of academic
achievements. Through a discussion of his Shijing studies, it is hoped that some clues to the
academic overview and the process of development of Qing Dynasty Shijing studies will be
understood.

The main purpose of this study is to define the essential characteristics of Weng Fanggang's
Shijing studies, through a comparative study with his contemporaries, as well as scholars from
other periods. For this purpose, Zhu Xi &% (1130 — 1200), Yan Can &2& (exact date of birth and
death unknown),authorities of the Shijing studies during the Song Dynasty, and Dai Zhen & E
(1723 - 1777) from the Qing Dynasty, was selected. The following findings were made:

Firstly, Weng Fanggang believed that because of its inherent characteristics, the verses in the
Shijing could not be interpreted in an unequivocal manner nor could its meaning be understood in
any absolute terms. He criticized those who for the sake of accuracy in terms of interpretation,
relied too heavily on logic and documentation in terms of their methodologies. He argued that the
verses in the Shijing could be defined as "ancient poetry", characterized by chaotic and ambiguous
elements, and this at the same time is what makes them richer in terms of depth and profundity. In
comparison to Zhu Xi, Yan Can and Dai Zhen, his research placed more importance on the literary
nature of the Shijing.

Secondly, Weng Fanggang investigated the traditional "misappropriation" ( "HiEEZ 1 ) of the
verses of the Shijing. Through focusing on specific situations in which these were made, examples
were used to shed light on the primary meaning of these verses. Traditionally, misappropriations
were understood to be divorced from the original meaning of the classic and the author took the
liberty to solely take advantage of the literary expression and attach his own meanings to the

words. Because of this, misappropriations were deemed to be without value in terms of reference




materials for studies of the ancient texts. However, it should be noted that Weng Fanggang was
proactive in leveraging these to further Shijing research. In addition, Weng Fanggang's perception
of misappropriation is diametric to the extreme to his contemporaries in Japan from the Edo
Period. Hence, this is an important point when making a comparative study of the perceptions of
Chinese and Japanese scholars with regards to the Shijing, as well as discourses on any Chinese
classics.
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Study of Weng Fanggang’ s Interpretation and Methodology of the Shijing in “Shifuji”
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This study is based on the Shijing Research Book, holograph of “Shifuji” by Weng Fanggang (1733~ 1818) a scholar from the Qing
Dynasty Qianlong Jiaging period. The objective is to clarify his research ideology and methodology. Weng Fanggang was a leading
scholar of his time along with Dai Zhen, Duan Yucai, Wang Niansun and Wang Yinzhi. These scholars established the methodology of
the study of ancient texts during the Qing Dynasty. What set Weng Fanggang apart from his colleagues was his unique erspective, and
he left a legacy of academic achievements. Through a discussion of his Shijing studies, it is hoped that some clues to the academic
overview and the process of development of Qing Dynasty Shijing studies will be understood.

The main purpose of this study is to define the essential characteristics of Weng Fanggang’ s Shijing studies, through a comparative
study with his contemporaries, as well as scholars from other periods. For this purpose, Zhu Xi & (1130 - 1200), Yan Can E&%
(exact date of birth and death unknown),authorities of the Shijing studies during the Song Dynasty, and Dai Zhen & (1723 - 1777)
from the Qing Dynasty, was selected. The following findings were made:

Firstly, Weng Fanggang believed that because of its inherent characteristics, the verses in the Shijing could not be interpreted in an
unequivocal manner nor could its meaning be understood in any absolute terms. He criticized those who for the sake of accuracy in
terms of interpretation, relied too heavily on logic and documentation in terms of their methodologies. He argued that the verses in
the Shijing could be defined as “ancient poetry”, characterized by chaotic and ambiguous elements, and this at the same time is what
makes them richer in terms of depth and profundity. In comparison to Zhu Xi, Yan Can and Dai Zhen, his research placed more
importance on the literary nature of the Shijing .

Secondly, Weng Fanggang investigated the traditional “misappropriation” (IBfZHXZ 1) of the verses of the Shijing. Through focusing
on specific situations in which these were made, examples were used to shed light on the primary meaning of these verses.
Traditionally, misappropriations were understood to be divorced from the original meaning of the classic and the author took the
liberty to solely take advantage of the literary expression

and attach his own meanings to the words. Because of this, misappropriations were deemed to be without value in terms of reference
materials for studies of the ancient texts. However, it should be noted that Weng Fanggang was proactive in leveraging these to
further Shijing research. In addition, Weng Fanggang’ s perception of misappropriation is diametric to the extreme to his
contemporaries in Japan from the Edo Period. Hence, this is an important point when making a comparative study of the perceptions
of Chinese and Japanese scholars with regards to the Shijing, as well as discourses on any Chinese classics.
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