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This study aims to investigate the method of inclusive institutional reform which can bring its
benefits not only to the privileged professionals but also the general public by promoting the
protection of the people's rights through the international cooperation for civil law reform. It is
based on the comparative analysis of civil law assistance for Viethnam, Laos and Cambodia from
the viewpoint of Law and Development.
The government of Lao P.D.R launched the policy of New Thinking in 1986 and implemented it by
enacting individual laws and regulations relating to civil law so as to attract foreign investments and
promote economic transactions since 1990s. The comprehensive Civil Code Project started in the
end of 1990s by preparing the legal lexicon, civil law textbooks, civil law casebooks, etc. which
lasted until 2012 (Step 1). On the basis of this preparatory stage, Civil Code Project officially
launched in 2012. The 2015 Draft was submitted for public consultations in various regions in
Laos, explained before the members of National Assembly, and revised over and over again. It
passed the National Assembly in December 2018 (Step 2). After that clause by clause comments
which will include the purpose of each provision, examples, difference from the existing law, the
reason for new provision or revision, comparative civil law, precedents, etc. are now prepared to
facilitate dissemination activities (Step 3).
Features of civil law assistance for Laos are (1) the thorough process oriented cooperation, (2) the
step by step (incremental) promotion of cooperation activities, and (3) the wide range of
cooperation among counterparts including Ministry of Justice, Courts, Prosecutors Office and
University. They are the advantages for the promotion of dissemination through legal education
and publication of precedents concerning civil law.
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This study aims to investigate the method of inclusive institutional reform which can bring its benefits not only to the privileged
professionals but also the general public by promoting the protection of the people’s rights through the international cooperation for
civil law reform. It is based on the comparative analysis of civil law assistance for Vietnam, Laos and Cambodia from the viewpoint of
Law and Development.

The government of Lao P.D.R launched the policy of New Thinking in 1986 and implemented it by enacting individual laws and
regulations relating to civil law so as to attract foreign investments and promote economic transactions since 1990s. The
comprehensive Civil Code Project started in the end of 1990s by preparing the legal lexicon, civil law textbooks, civil law casebooks,
etc. which lasted until 2012 (Step 1). On the basis of this preparatory stage, Civil Code Project officially launched in 2012. The 2015
Draft was submitted for public consultations in various regions in Laos, explained before the members of National Assembly, and
revised over and over again. It passed the National Assembly in December 2018 (Step 2). After that clause by clause comments which
will include the purpose of each provision, examples, difference from the existing law, the reason for new provision or revision,
comparative civil law, precedents, etc. are now prepared to facilitate dissemination activities (Step 3).

Features of civil law assistance for Laos are (1) the thorough process oriented cooperation, (2) the step by step (incremental)
promotion of cooperation activities, and (3) the wide range of cooperation among counterparts including Ministry of Justice, Courts,
Prosecutors Office and University. They are the advantages for the promotion of dissemination through legal education and
publication of precedents concerning civil law.
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