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The research supported by Keio Academic Development Funds (for Individual Research) in 2019
was designed for understanding the representations of Japan in the English books and periodicals
published from late seventeenth century to the end of the eighteenth century and for clarifying the
influence of those representations upon English literature at the time. The results | have obtained
from the research are summarized in the following three contents. First of all, the research could
cover not only major works in English literature but also the eighteenth-century English periodicals
such as The Tatler, The Spectator, The Gentleman's Magazine, The London Magazine, The
World, The Critical Review, Lady's Magazine, The Monthly Magazine, and The Asiatic Annual
Register and prove that references to Japan by English literary authors in late eighteenth century
like Samuel Johnson, Tobias Smollett, and Oliver Goldsmith (not only by those in early eighteenth
century like George Psalmanazar, Daniel Defoe, and Jonathan Swift) were clearly based on the
descriptions of Japan in those contemporary periodicals. Secondly, however, those references to
Japan by late eighteenth-century literary authors boost the colour of literary imagination rather than
realistic description because of the lack of substantial communication between England and Japan
under the national closure by the Japanese government. By contrast, references to India, China,
and other East-Asian countries increased in number and come to be more detailed. And thirdly, the
English view of Asia in late eighteenth century gradually narrows its focus on the geographical and
industrial facts of the countries and regions in which the British government was specifically
interested for the territorial expansion. Different from the view of Asia in early eighteenth century
that provided unique creativity for the literary authors in the rise of the English novel, the view of
Asia in late eighteenth century took on an aspect of nationalism. | owe my purchase and use of
many research materials of eighteenth-century books and periodicals to the Funds.
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Representations of Japan in Modern English Literature from George Psalmanazar's “Formosa” to George Macartney’s Travel Writings
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The research supported by Keio Academic Development Funds (for Individual Research) in 2019 was designed for understanding the
representations of Japan in the English books and periodicals published from late seventeenth century to the end of the eighteenth
century and for clarifying the influence of those representations upon English literature at the time. The results I have obtained from
the research are summarized in the following three contents. First of all, the research could cover not only major works in English
literature but also the eighteenth—century English periodicals such as The Tatler, The Spectator, The Gentleman’ s Magazine, The
London Magazine, The World, The Critical Review, Lady’ s Magazine, The Monthly Magazine, and The Asiatic Annual Register and
prove that references to Japan by English literary authors in late eighteenth century like Samuel Johnson, Tobias Smollett, and Oliver
Goldsmith (not only by those in early eighteenth century like George Psalmanazar, Daniel Defoe, and Jonathan Swift) were clearly
based on the descriptions of Japan in those contemporary periodicals. Secondly, however, those references to Japan by late
eighteenth—century literary authors boost the colour of literary imagination rather than realistic description because of the lack of
substantial communication between England and Japan under the national closure by the Japanese government. By contrast,
references to India, China, and other East—Asian countries increased in number and come to be more detailed. And thirdly, the English
view of Asia in late eighteenth century gradually narrows its focus on the geographical and industrial facts of the countries and
regions in which the British government was specifically interested for the territorial expansion. Different from the view of Asia in
early eighteenth century that provided unique creativity for the literary authors in the rise of the English novel, the view of Asia in
late eighteenth century took on an aspect of nationalism. I owe my purchase and use of many research materials of eighteenth—
century books and periodicals to the Funds.
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