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We sometimes happen to see a person on the street and consider the person an acquaintance,
but when we call out, she/he is completely a stranger. Our previous study shows that people
experience such a misidentification on average at least several times a year. In this study, we
conducted an experiment to examine conditions for the misidentifications to happen. A hundred
and thirty university students listened to lectures by a man in his 20s (hereafter, target) as a guest
speaker in the classes they attend. At the end of the lecture, the target requested participation in a
psychological experiment and distributed and collected a recruiting sheet. The date and time of
participation in the experiment were adjusted by e-mail, and the meeting place was specified. At
the meeting place on the day, a person A whose body shape and face were similar to the target, or
a person B whose body shape was similar but whose face was not similar. Either waited in the
same suit as the target, or in a casual shirt and pants. The person (A, B) was in principle waiting to
the subject to speak to. The subjects were guided to the laboratory and asked if they thought the
waiting person was the target, how much the person and the target resembled in terms of face,
hairstyle, body shape, and clothing.

The subjects who thought that the person was the target even for a short time between seeing the
person at the meeting place and starting the conversation were 70% in the suit condition, 67% in
the casual condition of person A, 16% in the suit condition, and 31% in casual condition of person
B. It is in a limited condition to meet with someone who knows the appearance to some extent, but
if the face, hairstyle, and body shape are similar, a high frequency of misidentification will occur
regardless of clothes. If the faces are not similar, it is clear that the rate of occurrence of
misidentification is greatly reduced even if the hairstyle and body shape are similar, and in this
case, clothes are used as clues for identifying the person. In the future, we plan to analyze the
relationship between personal characteristics related to visual judgment and the occurrence of
misidentification.
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Experimental study on person misidentification
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We sometimes happen to see a person on the street and consider the person an acquaintance, but when we call out, she/he is
completely a stranger. Our previous study shows that people experience such a misidentification on average at least several times a
year. In this study, we conducted an experiment to examine conditions for the misidentifications to happen. A hundred and thirty
university students listened to lectures by a man in his 20s (hereafter, target) as a guest speaker in the classes they attend. At the
end of the lecture, the target requested participation in a psychological experiment and distributed and collected a recruiting sheet.
The date and time of participation in the experiment were adjusted by e—mail, and the meeting place was specified. At the meeting
place on the day, a person A whose body shape and face were similar to the target, or a person B whose body shape was similar but
whose face was not similar. Either waited in the same suit as the target, or in a casual shirt and pants. The person (A, B) was in
principle waiting to the subject to speak to. The subjects were guided to the laboratory and asked if they thought the waiting person
was the target, how much the person and the target resembled in terms of face, hairstyle, body shape, and clothing.

The subjects who thought that the person was the target even for a short time between seeing the person at the meeting place and
starting the conversation were 70% in the suit condition, 67% in the casual condition of person A, 16% in the suit condition, and 31% in
casual condition of person B. It is in a limited condition to meet with someone who knows the appearance to some extent, but if the
face, hairstyle, and body shape are similar, a high frequency of misidentification will occur regardless of clothes. If the faces are not
similar, it is clear that the rate of occurrence of misidentification is greatly reduced even if the hairstyle and body shape are similar,
and in this case, clothes are used as clues for identifying the person. In the future, we plan to analyze the relationship between
personal characteristics related to visual judgment and the occurrence of misidentification.
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