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Purpose: As community-based support for individuals diagnosed with mental illness has risen,
practical training for nursing students has been implemented, not only at psychiatric institutions but
also within community-based welfare agencies. The purpose of this study was to clarify
interactions between individuals with mental illness and nursing students at community-based
welfare agencies. Method: Using a qualitative semi-structured interview, data were collected from
18 participants diagnosed with a mental iliness from 5 community-based welfare agencies.
Results: Participants reported having difficulty meeting and interacting with unfamiliar nursing
students and identified limitations in the ability to interact under the framework of practical training.
Additionally, conversation with young students was reported as an opportunity to enjoy
themselves, and participants were grateful for the student's polite and respectful attitudes in
conversation. Participants self-disclosed while watching the reactions of the nursing students, and
in doing so, they hoped to contribute to their learning. Conclusion: The results suggest that it is
important to encourage students to improve their communication skills, as it will enhance
relationships with individuals with mental iliness, and help them talk about their learning during
their practical training at community-based agencies.
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An exploration of interactions between individuals with mental illness and nursing students at community—based welfare agencies
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Purpose: As community—based support for individuals diagnosed with mental illness has risen, practical training for nursing students
has been implemented, not only at psychiatric institutions but also within community—based welfare agencies. The purpose of this
study was to clarify interactions between individuals with mental illness and nursing students at community—based welfare agencies.
Method: Using a qualitative semi—structured interview, data were collected from 18 participants diagnosed with a mental illness from 5
community—based welfare agencies. Results: Participants reported having difficulty meeting and interacting with unfamiliar nursing
students and identified limitations in the ability to interact under the framework of practical training. Additionally, conversation with
young students was reported as an opportunity to enjoy themselves, and participants were grateful for the student’ s polite and
respectful attitudes in conversation. Participants self—-disclosed while watching the reactions of the nursing students, and in doing so,
they hoped to contribute to their learning. Conclusion: The results suggest that it is important to encourage students to improve their
communication skills, as it will enhance relationships with individuals with mental iliness, and help them talk about their learning during
their practical training at community—based agencies.
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