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Nicolas Poussin (1594-1665) is a representative painter of the 17th century French "classicism".
His career as artist was based in Rome and he was known as a medium-size tableaux creator for
art lovers in Italy and his home country. He was good at history paintings, meanwhile he has also,
from time to time in his life, worked intensively on "the Holy Family", the cult images with little
historical elements. Among these works, the sceneries portrayed in "the Holy Family" for his
French clients were exceedingly bright and vivid, which can be regarded as an ideal landscape
long pursued in that period of time, and a unique combination with the images of Raphael's "Holy
Family". He worked on those pieces continuously in a short period from year 1648 to 1651 - for
what reasons Poussin focused on "the Holy Family" to send to France?

\When he was working on these pieces in Rome, the Royal academy of painting and sculpture was
established in Paris thus a number of books about arts got published in which Poussin was
depicted comparable with Raphael as a contemporary artist in France at that time. Since then,
Poussin's supporters were enormously and rapidly increased in a wide range because of, still, his
"Holy Family" series. Art lovers in Paris entitled him "Raphael in France" and showed great interest
in his work along with "the Holy Family", which had been Raphael's representative subject.
Furthermore, under the influence of French school of spirituality by Pierre de Bérulle, faith towards
"the Holy Family" was strong in France that its image took the country by storm. Poussin continued
to work on various emblematic motifs to live up to the expectations from his clients. In this study,
we aim to reveal how the series of "the Holy Family" nurtured Poussin as a "French" artist as
molded by the academy, as well as new aspects of his late religious paintings that have not been
studied so far.
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A comprehensive study on late religious paintings by Nicolas Poussin
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Nicolas Poussin (1594-1665) is a representative painter of the 17th century French “classicism”. His career as artist was based in
Rome and he was known as a medium—size tableaux creator for art lovers in Italy and his home country. He was good at history
paintings, meanwhile he has also, from time to time in his life, worked intensively on “the Holy Family”, the cult images with little
historical elements. Among these works, the sceneries portrayed in “the Holy Family” for his French clients were exceedingly bright
and vivid, which can be regarded as an ideal landscape long pursued in that period of time, and a unique combination with the images
of Raphael's “Holy Family”. He worked on those pieces continuously in a short period from year 1648 to 1651 — for what reasons
Poussin focused on “the Holy Family” to send to France?

When he was working on these pieces in Rome, the Royal academy of painting and sculpture was established in Paris thus a number
of books about arts got published in which Poussin was depicted comparable with Raphael as a contemporary artist in France at that
time. Since then, Poussin’ s supporters were enormously and rapidly increased in a wide range because of, still, his “Holy Family”
series. Art lovers in Paris entitled him “Raphael in France” and showed great interest in his work along with “the Holy Family”, which
had been Raphael's representative subject. Furthermore, under the influence of French school of spirituality by Pierre de Bérulle, faith
towards “the Holy Family” was strong in France that its image took the country by storm. Poussin continued to work on various
emblematic motifs to live up to the expectations from his clients. In this study, we aim to reveal how the series of “the Holy Family”
nurtured Poussin as a “French” artist as molded by the academy, as well as new aspects of his late religious paintings that have not
been studied so far.
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