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The first of research targets is a district in Binh Dinh Province, central Vietnam, known to have its
living environment contaminated by the dioxin-yielding herbicides (known as Agent Orange.) | have
interviewed the members of the 30 families with at least one disabled child and 20 others like local
clinic staffs and primary school teachers where some of the disabled children spend their weekend.
Among the medical and environmental specialists, the living environment contaminated by the
Agent Orange is responsible for a large number of fatal ailments and the birth defects among the
postwar Vietnamese generations. The intensive interviews helped develop the following
observations:1) Very few, if any, families with the disabled children are forthcoming in arguing for
their misfortune to be attributable to the contaminated living environment; and 2) the families of the
unfortunate children are more willing to blame the misfortune to "fate" and other forces over which
they have no control. Inevitably, they have very little or no guarded views toward the use of all
sorts of agrochemicals. The second of the research targets is Suyama community at the foot of Mt.
Fuji. The purpose is to see any sign(s) of significant change in the residents' everyday life as the
warning of possibility of Fuji's volcanic activities has intensified. | have observed the following: 1)
No significant change in their everyday life even with the regular evacuation exercises are
installed; 2) "Can't help it if Mt. Fuji erupts ..." represents the residents' basic policy of giving in to
the forces beyond their control in a manner similar to the Vietnamese above.
From the observations above, two points stand out: 1) The specialists’' warnings of various risks
are unable to induce the ordinary citizens to take appropriate action, due to the innate ambiguity in
the language that the former try to communicate the impending danger to the latter. 50% chances
of a major disaster can easily be interpreted as 50 % no disasters; 2) the ordinary citizens do not
live their life with blissful ignorance, however. They do develop the kind of narrative which makes
living with the impeding danger less problematic just so they can sustain their everyday life.
Attention to this particular function of the daily narratives of the ordinary citizens is something
which needs to be developed and which has rarely caught the attention of risk behavior analyses.
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Comparative Analysis of Perceptions of Natural Disasters— and Environmental Deterioration—-Induced Risks and their Social and
Historical Conditions in Three East Asian communities
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The first of research targets is a district in Binh Dinh Province, central Vietham, known to have its living environment contaminated
by the dioxin—yielding herbicides (known as Agent Orange.) I have interviewed the members of the 30 families with at least one
disabled child and 20 others like local clinic staffs and primary school teachers where some of the disabled children spend their
weekend. Among the medical and environmental specialists, the living environment contaminated by the Agent Orange is responsible
for a large number of fatal ailments and the birth defects among the postwar Vietnamese generations. The intensive interviews helped
develop the following observations:1) Very few, if any, families with the disabled children are forthcoming in arguing for their
misfortune to be attributable to the contaminated living environment; and 2) the families of the unfortunate children are more willing
to blame the misfortune to “fate” and other forces over which they have no control. Inevitably, they have very little or no guarded
views toward the use of all sorts of agrochemicals. The second of the research targets is Suyama community at the foot of Mt. Fuiji.
The purpose is to see any sign(s) of significant change in the residents’ everyday life as the warning of possibility of Fuji’ s volcanic
activities has intensified. I have observed the following: 1) No significant change in their everyday life even with the regular evacuation
exercises are installed; 2) “Can’ t help it if Mt. Fuji erupts **+” represents the residents’ basic policy of giving in to the forces beyond
their control in a manner similar to the Vietnamese above.

From the observations above, two points stand out: 1) The specialists’ warnings of various risks are unable to induce the ordinary
citizens to take appropriate action, due to the innate ambiguity in the language that the former try to communicate the impending
danger to the latter. 50% chances of a major disaster can easily be interpreted as 50 % no disasters; 2) the ordinary citizens do not
live their life with blissful ignorance, however. They do develop the kind of narrative which makes living with the impeding danger less
problematic just so they can sustain their everyday life. Attention to this particular function of the daily narratives of the ordinary
citizens is something which needs to be developed and which has rarely caught the attention of risk behavior analyses.
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