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How have the Chinese Communist Party (CCP) leaders designed the strategies to unify the
ordinary people living their daily lives? How have the policies been formulated at the center, and
how have they been reinterpreted or changed by regional/ local leaders in the implementation
process? How have the reinterpretation or transformation affected the Party's unification of the
people? In order to answer these questions, this research project analyzes gonghui (trade unions)
which has been defined as the "transmission belt" to rally workers around the CCP.

Three achievements were made during this academic year. First, the book titled "Unifying Workers
in the PRC (tentative)" has been almost completed (now is prepared to submit the proposal to the
publisher) . It discusses how the party and gonghui leaders at provincial/ city/ county levels in
Zhejiang province accepted, reinterpreted and implemented the central policies related to
unification of workers in the 1950s and the 1980s.

Second, | visited the Contemporary China Social Life Data and Research Center (Fudan University
in Shanghai) and collected primary materials about gonghui and "worker cadres" in Wuhu city
(Anhui province). Among them, handwritten materials are now being input into digital files by
students (approximately 1/3 has finished).

Third, literatures on Chinese "guilds" before and during the WWII (including the works by Shiraki
Tachibana, Tadashi Negishi, Noboru Niida, Seiji Imabori) were reviewed to consider the continuity/
discontinuity in Chinese workers' organizational lives before and after 1949. Some considerations
based on the research were discussed in my presentation "the Heritage of Chinese 'guilds’
Researches before and during the WWII" delivered at Institute for Advanced Studies on Asia
(University of Tokyo) on March, 25th, 2019.
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Unifying Workers in the PRC
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How have the Chinese Communist Party (CCP) leaders designed the strategies to unify the ordinary people living their daily lives?
How have the policies been formulated at the center, and how have they been reinterpreted or changed by regional/ local leaders in
the implementation process? How have the reinterpretation or transformation affected the Party’ s unification of the people? In order
to answer these questions, this research project analyzes gonghui (trade unions) which has been defined as the “transmission belt”
to rally workers around the CCP.

Three achievements were made during this academic year. First, the book titled “Unifying Workers in the PRC (tentative)” has been
almost completed (now is prepared to submit the proposal to the publisher) . It discusses how the party and gonghui leaders at
provincial/ city/ county levels in Zhejiang province accepted, reinterpreted and implemented the central policies related to unification
of workers in the 1950s and the 1980s.

Second, I visited the Contemporary China Social Life Data and Research Center (Fudan University in Shanghai) and collected primary
materials about gonghui and “worker cadres” in Wuhu city (Anhui province). Among them, handwritten materials are now being input
into digital files by students (approximately 1/3 has finished).

Third, literatures on Chinese “guilds” before and during the WWII (including the works by Shiraki Tachibana, Tadashi Negishi, Noboru
Niida, Seiji Imabori) were reviewed to consider the continuity/ discontinuity in Chinese workers’ organizational lives before and after
1949. Some considerations based on the research were discussed in my presentation “the Heritage of Chinese ‘guilds’ Researches
before and during the WWII ” delivered at Institute for Advanced Studies on Asia (University of Tokyo) on March, 25th, 2019.
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