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In this study, northeastern India and Bhutan are selected as the study area. In 2018, firstly the data
collected from the last year's field research in Nagaland and Meghalaya were analyzed and
published in the conferences and seminars. In relation to the research on slaughterhouses in
Bhutan, | made an oral presentation at the annual conference of the Japanese Society of Cultural
Anthropology in Hirosaki University. With regard to the creation of audio visual materials for
slaughterhouses in South Asia, the editing work of the video materials has been conducted with
the research collaborators who assisted the field research and video shooting, and the work will be
published as a chapter in English.

In the field survey conducted in summer and spring, the interviews with Bhutanese governmental
officers and field research in the pastoral villages of western Bhutan were conducted. In those
areas, the increasing religious activities of Buddhist monasteries and prominent Buddhist leaders
has gradually eliminated indigenous belief and rituals in the communities. Especially the prohibition
of animal slauhter by Je-Kenpo the religious head of Bhutan escalated people's evasion of any
animal sacrifices. And integration of rural community temples into Buddhist monasteries have
decreased people's feelings of belonging to their community. The pluralistic religious sphere of
Bhutan seems becoming unified under the Buddhism and it is leading the changes in people's daily
practice of slaughtering animals for meat and also the decrease of people's devotion to natural
deities of the area.
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A political anthropological study of religion and meat—eating in the pluralistic religious sphere of northern South Asia
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In this study, northeastern India and Bhutan are selected as the study area. In 2018, firstly the data collected from the last year's
field research in Nagaland and Meghalaya were analyzed and published in the conferences and seminars. In relation to the research on
slaughterhouses in Bhutan, [ made an oral presentation at the annual conference of the Japanese Society of Cultural Anthropology in
Hirosaki University. With regard to the creation of audio visual materials for slaughterhouses in South Asia, the editing work of the
video materials has been conducted with the research collaborators who assisted the field research and video shooting, and the work
will be published as a chapter in English.

In the field survey conducted in summer and spring, the interviews with Bhutanese governmental officers and field research in the
pastoral villages of western Bhutan were conducted. In those areas, the increasing religious activities of Buddhist monasteries and
prominent Buddhist leaders has gradually eliminated indigenous belief and rituals in the communities. Especially the prohibition of
animal slauhter by Je—Kenpo the religious head of Bhutan escalated people’s evasion of any animal sacrifices. And integration of rural
community temples into Buddhist monasteries have decreased people’s feelings of belonging to their community. The pluralistic
religious sphere of Bhutan seems becoming unified under the Buddhism and it is leading the changes in people's daily practice of
slaughtering animals for meat and also the decrease of people’s devotion to natural deities of the area.
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