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This research project focused on linguistic variation that is widely observed in natural language. In
particular, this study analyzed the following variable phenomena in Japanese, employing
quantitative methods using large-scale corpora of spoken Japanese.
1. Ranuki (ra-deletion)
Using the Meidai Conversation Corpus, this study demonstrated the properties of ranuki (e.g., mi-
re-ru, tabe-re-ru) in natural speech. The items that this study focused on include, for example,
chronological change, and condition/contexts that can affect the likelihood of ranuki.
2. case-marker alternation
Using the Corpus of Spontaneous Japanese and the Balanced Corpus of Contemporary Written
Japanese, this study demonstrated the properties of the nominative/accusative case-marker
alternations observed in particular predicates (e.g., Taro-wa ringo-[ga/o] suki-da) in natural speech.
The items that this study focused on include, for example, chronological change, and
condition/contexts that can affect the likelihood of alternation.
The results that the analysis of these two phenomena offered new findings about linguistic
variation and language change.
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Corpus—based quantitative study of linguistic variation in spontaneous speech
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This research project focused on linguistic variation that is widely observed in natural language. In particular, this study analyzed the
following variable phenomena in Japanese, employing quantitative methods using large—scale corpora of spoken Japanese.

1. Ranuki (ra—deletion)

Using the Meidai Conversation Corpus, this study demonstrated the properties of ranuki (e.g., mi—re—ru, tabe—re-ru) in natural speech.
The items that this study focused on include, for example, chronological change, and condition/contexts that can affect the likelihood
of ranuki.

2. case—marker alternation

Using the Corpus of Spontaneous Japanese and the Balanced Corpus of Contemporary Written Japanese, this study demonstrated
the properties of the nominative/accusative case—marker alternations observed in particular predicates (e.g., Taro—wa ringo—[ga/o]
suki—da) in natural speech. The items that this study focused on include, for example, chronological change, and condition/contexts
that can affect the likelihood of alternation.

The results that the analysis of these two phenomena offered new findings about linguistic variation and language change.
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