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The purpose of this research is to examine the social and economic life of artisans in the early
modern Istanbul and the institution/operation of the guilds which they belonged to by relying on
historical documents held in the Ottoman Archives of Prime Minister Office and the Islamic Court
Registers. In the last academic year, two points were tried to examine: (1) charity and mutual aid
over artisans and guilds and (2) the grading system in the tanners' guild of early modern Istanbul.
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Socio—historical study on merchants, artisans and guilds in the pre-modern Ottoman Empire
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The purpose of this research is to examine the social and economic life of artisans in the early modern Istanbul and the institution/
operation of the guilds which they belonged to by relying on historical documents held in the Ottoman Archives of Prime Minister
Office and the Islamic Court Registers. In the last academic year, two points were tried to examine: (1) charity and mutual aid over
artisans and guilds and (2) the grading system in the tanners’ guild of early modern Istanbul.
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