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This research project aimed to study the function of escalators as part of the built environment in
the contemporary urban space, following the recent focus on infrastructural technology that
enables vertical movement and flow of people in urban spaces. Referring to concepts such as
generic cities and junk spaces proposed by Rem Koolhaas, as well as non-spaces proposed by
Marc Augé, the project tried to examine how technologies, which control the flow of people, have
been embedded in urban spaces. The following works were carried out to achieve the objective of
the project: 1) A series of studies, such as the study on urban infrastructure by S. Graham, urban
geography by A. Amin and N. Thrift, actor-network theory, and new materialism was critically
reviewed. 2) E. Weizman's architectural thinking, which raised a new perspective on urban space
theory focusing on infrastructural and material dimensions of urban environment, was reviewed
and discussed with reference to works such as Forensic Architecture, Hollow Land, and The Least
of All Possible Evils. 3) The characteristics of the escalator as a technology of movement were
discussed with reference to theoretical concepts on urban space as proposed by Koolhaas and
Augé.
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Escalators as Part of the Built Environment and Mobility in Urban Spaces
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This research project aimed to study the function of escalators as part of the built environment in the contemporary urban space,
following the recent focus on infrastructural technology that enables vertical movement and flow of people in urban spaces. Referring
to concepts such as generic cities and junk spaces proposed by Rem Koolhaas, as well as non—spaces proposed by Marc Augé, the
project tried to examine how technologies, which control the flow of people, have been embedded in urban spaces. The following
works were carried out to achieve the objective of the project: 1) A series of studies, such as the study on urban infrastructure by S.
Graham, urban geography by A. Amin and N. Thrift, actor—network theory, and new materialism was critically reviewed. 2) E. Weizman’
s architectural thinking, which raised a new perspective on urban space theory focusing on infrastructural and material dimensions of
urban environment, was reviewed and discussed with reference to works such as Forensic Architecture, Hollow Land, and The Least
of All Possible Evils. 3) The characteristics of the escalator as a technology of movement were discussed with reference to
theoretical concepts on urban space as proposed by Koolhaas and Augé.
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