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Previous research shows 'negotiation of meaning' (e.g. comprehension checks, clarification
requests, confirmation checks) and corrective feedbacks such as recasts help promote second
language (L2) acquisition (Mackey and Goo (2007). However, previous studies use labs or
classrooms to collect data, and such contexts trigger language use that might be far from real
discourse. Given that authenticity of data should be valued in L2 studies (Bachman and Palmer,
1996), the purpose of the present study was to find out what kind of interactional patterns can be
found in authentic contexts. In summary, | have done the following for this period in 2018.

1 . I continued reading relevant studies to deepen knowledge of L2 interactional studies.

2 . My student and | collected data of discussion sessions after Japanese 'igo' matches and
analysed them.

3 . | had intermediate-high level L2 learners take eight week course of speech acts instructions,
as well as create their own films using speech act related expressions. | measured their progress
by comparing pre- and post- tasks.

4 . | obtained English picture books and started analyzing them.

5 . I made a trip to National Institute of Education at Nanyang Technological University in
Singapore and discussed research with Dr. Ruth Wong regarding the use of children's picture
books to enhance second language acquisition.

The results of the interactional study of Japanese 'igo' matches revealed that more utterances
came from the players whose 'igo' levels were lower than their opponents as they had to ask
questions, and speakers' proficiency levels did not influence who initiated the interactions (unlike
the previous studies). When non-understandings occurred, low L2 English proficiency level
speakers tended to resolve them with gestures whereas proficient speakers including native
speakers used confirmation checks or clarification requests. In the speech acts study, it was found
that after the few weeks instructions, the learners' use of modality expressions, discourse markers,

past tense, as well as total word counts, increased. Lastly, in the study of primary school level L2




English acquisition, my co-researcher and | are going to conduct a pilot study to find out whether
reading picture books or having learners interact with us will promote vocabulary acquisition as
well as increase motivation.
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Previous research shows ‘negotiation of meaning’ (e.g. comprehension checks, clarification requests, confirmation checks) and
corrective feedbacks such as recasts help promote second language (L2) acquisition (Mackey and Goo (2007). However, previous
studies use labs or classrooms to collect data, and such contexts trigger language use that might be far from real discourse. Given
that authenticity of data should be valued in L2 studies (Bachman and Palmer, 1996), the purpose of the present study was to find
out what kind of interactional patterns can be found in authentic contexts. In summary, I have done the following for this period in
2018.

1. I continued reading relevant studies to deepen knowledge of L2 interactional studies.

2. My student and I collected data of discussion sessions after Japanese ‘igo’ matches and analysed them.

3. I had intermediate—high level L2 learners take eight week course of speech acts instructions, as well as create their own films
using speech act related expressions. I measured their progress by comparing pre— and post— tasks.

4. ] obtained English picture books and started analyzing them.

5. I made a trip to National Institute of Education at Nanyang Technological University in Singapore and discussed research with Dr.
Ruth Wong regarding the use of children’ s picture books to enhance second language acquisition.

The results of the interactional study of Japanese ‘igo’ matches revealed that more utterances came from the players whose ‘igo’
levels were lower than their opponents as they had to ask questions, and speakers’ proficiency levels did not influence who initiated
the interactions (unlike the previous studies). When non—understandings occurred, low L2 English proficiency level speakers tended to
resolve them with gestures whereas proficient speakers including native speakers used confirmation checks or clarification requests.
In the speech acts study, it was found that after the few weeks instructions, the learners’ use of modality expressions, discourse
markers, past tense, as well as total word counts, increased. Lastly, in the study of primary school level L2 English acquisition, my co—
researcher and I are going to conduct a pilot study to find out whether reading picture books or having learners interact with us will
promote vocabulary acquisition as well as increase motivation.
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