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In the first year of the three-year research project titled 'The historiographical narrative in German
Contemporary Literature', two tasks were undertaken. One involved the study of the events that
occurred in the German cities—with a special focus on the 100th anniversary of the 'German
November Revolution'. The other involved an intensive reading of secondary literature related to
historiographical narratives. Through research on anniversary events in Germany, the differences
in the evaluations of the 'German November Revolution', which differ according to changes in the
German political system, could be overviewed. In addition, through a detailed reading of
historiographical narrative theories and historical meta-fiction theories in relation to Modernism and
Postmodernism, it was found that the exiled authors of 'German Literary Modernism' were drawn to
history, and they worked on historiographical novels as an act of resistance in order to overcome
Modernism, which had led to historic catastrophes, such as revolutions, the World Wars, and the
Holocaust. Furthermore, it was found that these German authors in exile, especially authors such
as Alfred Déblin, had already shared a common interest not only in the representation of the past
but also in the deconstruction of the 'totalising' narrative, which Postmodernism dealt with.
Furthermore, my analysis of Déblin's theory and practice with regard to the historiographical
narrative, while referring to Hutcheon's writings on the representation of the past, makes it clear
that his writings can be read in the context of Postmodernism. The achievements of my research,
which was conducted in 2018, were presented as a lecture, an essay, and a report. In the next
research year, on the basis of the studies conducted in the first year, the historiographical narrative
in Post-War Germany will be analysed.
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Aspects of the historiographical narrative in German Contemporary Literature
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In the first year of the three—year research project titled ‘The historiographical narrative in German Contemporary Literature’ , two
tasks were undertaken. One involved the study of the events that occurred in the German cities—with a special focus on the 100th
anniversary of the ‘German November Revolution’ . The other involved an intensive reading of secondary literature related to
historiographical narratives. Through research on anniversary events in Germany, the differences in the evaluations of the ‘German
November Revolution’, which differ according to changes in the German political system, could be overviewed. In addition, through a
detailed reading of historiographical narrative theories and historical meta—fiction theories in relation to Modernism and
Postmodernism, it was found that the exiled authors of ‘German Literary Modernism’ were drawn to history, and they worked on
historiographical novels as an act of resistance in order to overcome Modernism, which had led to historic catastrophes, such as
revolutions, the World Wars, and the Holocaust. Furthermore, it was found that these German authors in exile, especially authors such
as Alfred Déblin, had already shared a common interest not only in the representation of the past but also in the deconstruction of
the ‘totalising’ narrative, which Postmodernism dealt with. Furthermore, my analysis of Déblin’ s theory and practice with regard to
the historiographical narrative, while referring to Hutcheon’ s writings on the representation of the past, makes it clear that his
writings can be read in the context of Postmodernism. The achievements of my research, which was conducted in 2018, were
presented as a lecture, an essay, and a report. In the next research year, on the basis of the studies conducted in the first year, the
historiographical narrative in Post—-War Germany will be analysed.
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