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As population ageing progresses in many societies, there has been an increasing number of
publications of picturebooks for children that are designed to introduce dementia, a condition
closely associated to ageing. By conducting a cross-cultural analysis of some of these books
produced in Japan and Western, and mostly English-speaking, societies, this project aims to better
understand the cultural specificity that informs the understandings and imaginings of dementia in
different cultures.

The texts analysed commonly centralise a close relationship between a grandparent with dementia
and the grandchild, and through this relationship, the books seek to inform children about
dementia. These texts share a narrative that depicts changes that the condition brings to the
grandparent and to the child's relationship with him/her and yet insists upon the continuity of this
relationship.

While these commonalities are found between Japanese and Western picturebooks, the study has
also identified some differences which are considered to result from cultural conditions specific to
Japan. These include:

1. The context of care for the grandparent with dementia in a multi-generational household, where
a mother is a primary carer. This can be linked to the gendered and familial practise of care that is
more common in Japan than in Western societies.

2. In Japanese texts, the incident of non-recognition is not featured in the same prominent way as
it is in the Western counterparts. This seems to confirm the suggestion previously made that the
conception of self in Japan is inherently relational and is more so than in Western cultures.

3. Children's literature is in many ways informed by adults' - and idealised, expections about
childhood, as has clearly been seen in the Western texts studied in this project. In contrast, the
Japanese texts seem to place a more focus on education - moral and practical - of the child, who
faces the challenge of fulfilling a caring role for the grandparent.

| have presented these findings at an international conference.

The project has suggested the value of a study that attends to cultural specificities and may help to

expand the scholarship in humanistic gerontology that is currently and mostly focused upon Anglo-




European contexts. It has proven, therefore, a need for further research that would analyse a
larger number of texts from a broader historical period, considering more closely the cultural and
historical contexts as well as the generic features of children's picturebooks.
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Cross—cultural Analysis of Dementia in Picturebooks for Children
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As population ageing progresses in many societies, there has been an increasing number of publications of picturebooks for children
that are designed to introduce dementia, a condition closely associated to ageing. By conducting a cross—cultural analysis of some of
these books produced in Japan and Western, and mostly English—speaking, societies, this project aims to better understand the
cultural specificity that informs the understandings and imaginings of dementia in different cultures.

The texts analysed commonly centralise a close relationship between a grandparent with dementia and the grandchild, and through
this relationship, the books seek to inform children about dementia. These texts share a narrative that depicts changes that the
condition brings to the grandparent and to the child’s relationship with him/her and yet insists upon the continuity of this relationship.
While these commonalities are found between Japanese and Western picturebooks, the study has also identified some differences
which are considered to result from cultural conditions specific to Japan. These include:

1. The context of care for the grandparent with dementia in a multi—generational household, where a mother is a primary carer. This
can be linked to the gendered and familial practise of care that is more common in Japan than in Western societies.

2. In Japanese texts, the incident of non—recognition is not featured in the same prominent way as it is in the Western counterparts.
This seems to confirm the suggestion previously made that the conception of self in Japan is inherently relational and is more so than
in Western cultures.

3. Children’s literature is in many ways informed by adults’ — and idealised, expections about childhood, as has clearly been seen in
the Western texts studied in this project. In contrast, the Japanese texts seem to place a more focus on education — moral and
practical — of the child, who faces the challenge of fulfilling a caring role for the grandparent.

I have presented these findings at an international conference.

The project has suggested the value of a study that attends to cultural specificities and may help to expand the scholarship in
humanistic gerontology that is currently and mostly focused upon Anglo—European contexts. It has proven, therefore, a need for
further research that would analyse a larger number of texts from a broader historical period, considering more closely the cultural
and historical contexts as well as the generic features of children’s picturebooks.
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