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We conducted replications of several social psychological studies.

1) Birth order and personality. Sulloway (1996) argued that siblings compete with each other in
order to solicit care from parents. First-borns try to please the parents by acting as surrogate
parents, becoming more conscientious. Later-borns, who seek to find their own niche within the
family, become more open to experiences. Healey and Ellis (2007) found that first-borns were
likely to be rated more conscientious whereas second-borns were more open to experiences within
the family. We conducted a replication with an elderly sample (ages between 45 to 55 years old).
Data awaits analysis.

2) Mate choice preference. Numbers of studies have shown that, on average, men put more
importance on youth and physical attractiveness in mate choice whereas women put more
emphasis on socioeconomic status and maturity. We conducted a direct replication of Bech-
Sorensen & Pollet (2016) and found that the gender differences on physical attractiveness were
not statistically significant with our Japanese sample. We will explore the robustness of the finding
in the next year.

3) Cheater detection. Cosmides et al. (2010) argued that as the amount of information suggesting
the existence of cheating on social exchange (i.e., intention, benefit), more and more respondents
came to make the "cheater-detection" response patterns on the Wason selection task. We
conducted a replication on the web with a sample collected via a crowdsourcing service. The
results did not lend full support for the preceding study.

4) Adaptive Memory. Narine et al. (2008) argued that word recall performance gets better when
participants thought of the words' relevance to "survival" during the encoding sessesion than when




they thought of the relevance to "vacation." Results of our replication were negative, showing no
statistically significant differences between the two conditions.

We will present the results at the conferences in the upcoming year and also submit papers to
international journals. We will also pursue the factors that lie behind our negative results.
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We conducted replications of several social psychological studies.

1) Birth order and personality. Sulloway (1996) argued that siblings compete with each other in order to solicit care from parents.
First-borns try to please the parents by acting as surrogate parents, becoming more conscientious. Later-borns, who seek to find
their own niche within the family, become more open to experiences. Healey and Ellis (2007) found that first-borns were likely to be
rated more conscientious whereas second—borns were more open to experiences within the family. We conducted a replication with
an elderly sample (ages between 45 to 55 years old). Data awaits analysis.

2) Mate choice preference. Numbers of studies have shown that, on average, men put more importance on youth and physical
attractiveness in mate choice whereas women put more emphasis on socioeconomic status and maturity. We conducted a direct
replication of Bech—-Sorensen & Pollet (2016) and found that the gender differences on physical attractiveness were not statistically
significant with our Japanese sample. We will explore the robustness of the finding in the next year.

3) Cheater detection. Cosmides et al. (2010) argued that as the amount of information suggesting the existence of cheating on social
exchange (i.e., intention, benefit), more and more respondents came to make the “cheater—detection” response patterns on the
Wason selection task. We conducted a replication on the web with a sample collected via a crowdsourcing service. The results did not
lend full support for the preceding study.

4) Adaptive Memory. Narine et al. (2008) argued that word recall performance gets better when participants thought of the words’
relevance to “survival” during the encoding sessesion than when they thought of the relevance to “vacation.” Results of our
replication were negative, showing no statistically significant differences between the two conditions.

We will present the results at the conferences in the upcoming year and also submit papers to international journals. We will also
pursue the factors that lie behind our negative results.
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