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In the first year supported by this funding, | spent, as planned, my time and energy on archival
research and exchanging information with specialists and artists. This coming June, | will begin to
share some of the findings of my current research at the annual meeting of the Japan American
Studies Association. During its symposium entitled "Reconsidering the Debate on 'Race,™ | plan on
giving a talk entitled "A Symptomatic Reading of Fire This Time: A New Generation Speaks of
Race" (2014). By closely reading this anthology, edited by Jesmyn Ward (1977- ), the young writer
who is a survivor of the hurricane Katrina and a two-time winner of the National Book Award, in
response to the tragic shooting of Trayvon Martin in 2012, | will try to demonstrate how some
African American authors are choosing and not choosing certain themes and styles that have
come to be identified as distinctly "African American." | would like to give the audience a chance to
think deeply about whether and how these black authors are embracing or rejecting the African
American literary tradition.
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African American Literature in the Post-Obama Age: A Future of Diversifying “Blackness”
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2. RERREEBEOWE (FER)

In the first year supported by this funding, I spent, as planned, my time and energy on archival research and exchanging information
with specialists and artists. This coming June, I will begin to share some of the findings of my current research at the annual meeting
of the Japan American Studies Association. During its symposium entitled “Reconsidering the Debate on ‘Race,” ” I plan on giving a
talk entitled “A Symptomatic Reading of Fire This Time: A New Generation Speaks of Race” (2014). By closely reading this anthology,
edited by Jesmyn Ward (1977- ), the young writer who is a survivor of the hurricane Katrina and a two—time winner of the National
Book Award, in response to the tragic shooting of Trayvon Martin in 2012, I will try to demonstrate how some African American
authors are choosing and not choosing certain themes and styles that have come to be identified as distinctly “African American.” 1
would like to give the audience a chance to think deeply about whether and how these black authors are embracing or rejecting the
African American literary tradition.
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