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Fast forward to 2019 and the Pope was in the Vatican where he greeted participants taking part in
a two day international conference entitled, "Religions and the Sustainable Development Goals
(SDGs) : Listening to the cry of the earth and of the poor"
Listening to all | voices
Pope Francis got straight to the point by telling those gathered that, "when we speak of
sustainability, we cannot overlook how important it is to include and to listen to all voices,
especially those usually excluded from this type of discussion, such as the voices of the poor,
migrants, indigenous people and the young."
The 2030 Agenda and the Sustainable Development Goals, the Pope said, "were a great step
forward for global dialogue, marking a vitally new and universal solidarity". But he noted, "for too
long, the conventional idea of development has been almost entirely limited to economic growth."
The Pontiff emphasized that, "this has led the modern economic system down a dangerous path
where progress is assessed only in terms of material growth, on account of which we are almost
obliged to irrationally exploit the environment and our fellow human beings."
Economic and political objectives, Pope Francis stressed, "must be sustained by ethical objectives,
which presuppose a change of attitude: what the Bible would call a change of heart. Already Saint
John Paul 11 spoke about the need to "encourage and support an 'ecological conversion™, he said.
The Pope underlined that what was needed was a commitment to "promoting and implementing
the development goals that are supported by our deepest religious and ethical values." He also
expressed the hope that concrete solutions and responses would emerge from the conference.
Religious Dimension
Noting the importance of the religious dimension to this gathering, Pope Francis said that "those of
us who are religious need to open up the treasures of our best traditions in order to engage in a
true and respectful dialogue on how to build the future of our planet.”
The Pontiff also underlined, that "if we want to provide a solid foundation for the work of the 2030
Agenda, "we must reject the temptation to look for a merely technocratic response to the
challenges, and be prepared to address the root causes and the long-term consequences."
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Fast forward to 2019 and the Pope was in the Vatican where he greeted participants taking part in a two day international conference
entitled, “Religions and the Sustainable Development Goals

(SDGs) : Listening to the cry of the earth and of the poor”

Listening to all I voices

Pope Francis got straight to the point by telling those gathered that,

“when we speak of sustainability, we cannot overlook how important it

is to include and to listen to all voices, especially those usually

excluded from this type of discussion, such as the voices of the poor,

migrants, indigenous people and the young.”

The 2030 Agenda and the Sustainable Development Goals, the Pope said, “were a great step forward for global dialogue, marking a
vitally new and universal solidarity”. But he noted, “for too long, the conventional idea of development has been almost entirely
limited to economic growth. ”

The Pontiff emphasized that,“this has led the modern economic system down a dangerous path where progress is assessed only in
terms of material growth, on account of which we are almost obliged to irrationally exploit the environment and our fellow human
beings.”

Economic and political objectives, Pope Francis stressed, “must be sustained by ethical objectives, which presuppose a change of
attitude: what the Bible would call a change of heart. Already Saint John Paul 11 spoke about the need to “encourage and support an
'ecological conversion ', he said.

The Pope underlined that what was needed was a commitment to “promoting and implementing the development goals that are
supported by our deepest religious and ethical values.” He also expressed the hope that concrete solutions and responses would
emerge from the conference.

Religious Dimension

Noting the importance of the religious dimension to this gathering, Pope Francis said that “those of us who are religious need to open
up the treasures of our best traditions in order to engage in a true and respectful dialogue on how to build the future of our planet.”
The Pontiff also underlined, that ”“if we want to provide a solid foundation for the work of the 2030 Agenda, “we must reject the
temptation to look for a merely technocratic response to the

challenges, and be prepared to address the root causes and the long—term consequences. ”
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